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FOREWORD

By rhe Most HoN. THE MaRQuEss OF ZETLAND, A
2\

PC, GCSI, GCLE. = 4

Secretary of State for India and for Burma, « M

T,

Tue general public is scarcely aware of the existé{’rlce,’in

a Government office in Whitehall, of a celebratt;\l library

- containing a large collection of eastern ljterature and:
books relating to eastern, especially-lgdis}n,' affairs. In
this little volume, compiled in the Library of the India
Office, a romantic story is told-<the: story- how, from
humble beginnings in the daystef the East India Com-
pany, this collection has gro®m to its present impressive
dimensions; how it has gdthered to itself such precious

- possessions as the Tippéo\Sultan manuscripts and the Sir -
Philip Francis Papets, ‘"documents which are 2 measure -
of its value to scholars and its interest to the world at
large. The Library is open by arrangement to all serious

students who'desire to take advantage of the resources -
at its corftnand : its treasures may be 'seen by visitors. I
have Yevery confidence in.recommending the public to
reatglf’\this_acmunt of a national, indeed an imperial; -

possession; and I feel no doubt that acquaintance with -
_)ifs contents will lead to still greater employment of the
. facilities available for the exiension of knowledge and -

‘research.
ZETLAND.
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PREFACE

Tee Library of the India Office is the oldest, and also
the largest, specialist oriental library in existence. In, )
the pages which follow, a sketch of its history is giveff,)
from its foundation, 140 years ago, by the Directoss, of
the East India Company, down to the present dayy when,
with a complement of some 20,000 manuscr‘})ts and .-
230,000 printed books, it constitutes a masemﬁccnt refer-
ence library invaluable to all who are interested in India
and the East, student and dilettante :ihke '
In compiling this account, the guhor has drawn on
sources, largeiy in manuscript, the greater part of which
are preserved in the Recordt®epartment of the India
Office. His task has bedn greatly facilitated by the
generous assistance of{Mr. W, T. Otewill, O.B.E.,
Superintendent of Re\ords and Mr. R. W. erght, -
M.B.E., his Assistapt, He also has to acknowledge with - -
gratitudc the hélp and enconragement given by Dr. -
H. N. Rapdle] D.Phil., Librarian of the India Office,
and S:r"\\&"ﬂham Foster, C.LE., who kindly read through
the ty@l\exnpt and made valuable suggesuons which have
beer\gladly followed. : _

{ \
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THE LIBRARY OF THE
INDIA OFFICE

¥ 1 .\:\

Anmone the many symptoms of the rc-oricntation‘(if,_\
the human mind and haman interests occasioned by-the
revolutionary movement in Europe towards the €nd of
the eighteenth century, none is more rematkable, sui
generis, or more striking, than the suddemand, as it
seems, spontancous growth of a realizatign that the
Orient had spiritual, as well as material,{riches to offer
to the Occident: its material wealth_had, indeed, for
some centuries now been exploitedy.but of its spiritual
treasures none, save a very few.eeentric and anachron-
istic geniuses, had the remotest conception.

In this volume is told thebstory of the beginnings and
development of a greag“State Library: and this story
lustrates very aptly €he observations made above, For

, the Library of th€ Fast India Company, afterwards
styled the Library of the India Office, came into being
at the very time™when the imaginations of thinking men
were being €aptured by the discovery of a terra incognita
in the .‘K&}d of human culture: and its history up to
the pfesent day is indissolubly linked up with the history
0f~£e\ development of that truly liberal movement of
the,Western mind which we call Orientalism.

- N\Windia is the birthplace of two great oriental cultures,
\Vand has been for many centuries the home of a third.

The parent of many modern Indian languages is

Sanskrit, which is also the sacred language of the Hindu

faith. Another great group of Indian languages is de-
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rived from Persian, which in its twen was profoundly
influenced, thirtecen hundred years ago, by the impact
of Arabic, the language of Muhammad and the Qur'in,
Yet, until the last quarter of the cightcenth century, the
study of Sanskrit was, to all Europeans living in Iadia,
a closed book.! In 1776, Warren Hastings, making the

" memorable decision that Indians should be ruled aceord<?

ing to their own laws, called upon a commission, of
learned Pandits to comypile a code of ordinances:® and
the original Text, delivered in the Hindoo Lafgiage,
was faithfully transated by the Interpretepssinte the
Persian Idiom "> —for there was no Englishinan suffi-
ciently familiar with the Sanskrit language, 1o be able
to render the original text of thelgsmpiliion into
English,* N

Such were the obscure beginpingsof the modern study
of Sanskrit. ln 1784, the Asjatie’ Society of Bengal was
founded with the declared object of prosccuting an
“ enquiry into the histogyband antiquities, arts, scicnecs,
and literature of Aga™:® and among the list of the
foundation memberiaf the Socicty® we find the names
of Sir William Jomes, its first President, and Sie Charles
Wilkins, first-Librarian of the East India Company's
Library—1wo eminent schotars who were the pioneers
of Sanskait, ;)hilology.

So.lmicfl or the state of Sanskrit studies at the end of
the-gighteenth century. Persian, being the official court-

\;v‘:tf-‘or the history of the originy of Sanskrit studics in Burope, see M.
A\winternitz, Geschichte der indischen Litteratier (Leiprip, 1904-tn3n),
b pp. 8 @.; A, A. MacDonell, India's Past (Oxford, wig), pp. 236-9-

-, See Winternitz, op. ar., i, p. g3 Machuncll, op. 1., p. 230-

N A c:ode of Gentoo Laws (London, IFG). P s

Similarly, the .ﬁm Enropean tranlatinn o? the Upanitkads wis

Anquetil Duperron's Onpnek'hat (Paris, 18at-2), a Latin version of the
shcy.cmmpthmnmry Persisn paraphrase of the ariginal; while Bhiskara's
d:,tagagafa was Ecndﬂ'ttl into English in 1813 by F. Swachcy through

gmcdmm of ‘A’ Allih Raahidi's Persiaf translation,
1885?2; C;rs:mnry Review of the Asiviic Society of Bengal (Caleutea,

*'See ibid., p. 3, footnote,
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«language of the Mogul Empire, and the lingua franca of
India as a whole, was tolerably widely known among
the servants of the East India Company: yet their
knowledge of the language was in the main strictly cir-
cumseribed, and did not venture far beyond the limits
set by the necessity of maintaining an clegant corre-
spondence in that language with the rulers and merchants N
of India, Nor was the knowledge of Persian and Arabic .
turned 10 much better account in Europe.  Arabic had( )
long since ceased to be the passport 1o the study of Greél)
medicine and philosophy; and those who 5tucﬁcd irdid
so mainly in order to be in the position to refite the
“ Mahometan blasphemies and impostures.” i ~Fhat the
study of Arabic and Persian might éver bg\esteemed a
worthy branch of the humanities, would péver have come
within the range of the most unorthodox and liberal
imagination: and for this study likgawise, the wirn of the
century was, in a very real sense, a-turning-point.

To the end of the cighteentlgentury, and the begin-
ning of the nincteenth, beloag the publication of the
first great folio catalogucsof Arabic manuscripts,? and
of the sumptuous “ Noffees ¢t Extraits des MSS. de la
Bibliothéque du Roi *{(Paris, 1787-1823), the first printed

L e\ s \
editions of the Shabinamak® and other renowned classics,
and the foundation’ of oriental societies and the begin-
ning. of orientil“journals in England, France and Ger-

' The titlé-page of the first English version of the Qur'in reads:
“The %&n of Mahomet, Translated out of Arabique into French, ...
And ngawly“Englished, for the satisfaction of all that desire to look into
the Tiigkish vanities. London, 1649."

A Casiri, Bibliotheca Arabico-Hispana Escurialensis, Matrid, 1760-

L. 708 1. Uri, Bibliotheca Bodleiana Codicum Manuscriptornm  Orien-

{Nefinm Catalogns. Pars Prima, Oxonii, 1987, The first catalogue of
Sanskrit manuscripts published was A. Hamiiten and L. Langlés,
Calalogne des Manuserits Sanshrits de lz Bibliothégue Impéricle, Paris,
1807.

* Of the cdition planned by M, Lumsden, to be in 8 volumes, only
one volume was published, at the Company’s Press at Calcutta, in
1811, The cacliest complete text is that of Turner-Macan, in 4 volumes,
Calcutta, 1829,
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many.'! The impact of theswe strange new studies on -
the cultired miutL of the West is typivally ilnsirated by
such diverse phenomena as Goethes Wedt-ostliche Diwin,” *
Coleridge’s Kubls Khan, Deckford's Varhed, and the
philusophy of Schopenhauer,

In a Pablic Letter, written at the order of the Count
of Directors of the East lndia Company on the 2511 May, .
179%,7 the following paragraphs oceur: .

3 N

105, You will have olnerved by our Dipatches feopa e
to time that we have invariably manifored as the oeehision
required, our disposition for l?lt‘ enconragement ol ladian
Literature, We understand it has been of ate ye@fs i froquent
practice among our Servams, expecially inBengal, 10 make
Collections of Oriental Manuseripts, manyof which have
afierwards been brought inte this countey,> These remaining
in private hamds, and being likely ing €ourse of tine to pass
into athers, in which probably neMise'can be made of them,
they are in danger u} being neplected, and at Tenpth io a
great measure lost o Furope as well as o Imdia. We think
this isuc 2 matter of grestar regeer, because we apprehend
that since the decline ofithe Mogul Empite,® the encourage-
ment formerly givenintit to Persian Literature b ceased;
that hardly any new\Warks of cclebrity appear and that (ew
Capics of Hooks-of established Character are now made; so
that there beinfpby the aceidents of 1ime, and the exportation
of many olghe best [last two wonds scored thraugh] Manu-
scripts, @ Progressive diminusion of the original steck, Hindo-
stan may at length he much thinned of its literary Stores,
withbtit greatly cariching Furope. To prevent in part this
:?tiiur)' to Letters, we have thought that the Institution of a
_Jpublic Repository in this Country for Oricatal Writings,

Y The Asiesic Mircellany bogan jone ae Caleutts in 17591 the ,'mfrll':..‘f
Asiatique 3t Paris in 1822; the Tranrasions of the Koyal Avistic Sovicsy
at London in s8az: the Zeitecheifs Jiir die Kunde des Morgenlindes a1
Gattingen in 1517,

* Benpal Derpatehes, volo xesii, pp 4tna.

* When thoe words were wiition, the official representative of the
great Magul dynasty was Shih *Alsm, blinded in 1558 by the Robiila
Ghulim Qidir: he was finally taken nader British protection in 1503
See Cumbridge Hiory of Indua, v, p. 448,

io
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would be useful, and that a thing professedly of this kind is
still a bibliothecal desideratum here, It is not our meaning
that the Company should go into the {scared out: then added
above, ‘any considerable’] expense in [frst hand, ‘of’}
forming 2 Collection of Eastern Books, hut we think the
India House might with particular propriety be the centre of
an ample accumulation of that nature; and conceiving also
that Gentlemen might chuse gratuitously {this word scored
through] to ledge valuable Compositions, where they could
be safely preserved and become useful to the Public, we theres™\
fore desire it to be made known that we arc willing to allée™
a suitable Apartment for the purpese of an Oricntal Reposi-
tory, in the additional Buildings now erecting in Leadenhall
Street; and that all Eastern Manuscripts transmitgédyto that
Repository will be carefully prcscrvc(r and registercd there,
with the Names of the Contributors [last six\wvords scored
through], RN

106. By such a Collection the Literafure of Persia and
Mahomedan India may be preservediinythis Country after,
perhaps, it shall, from further changeg, anid the further declen-
sion of taste for it, be partly lost in.its.original Seats,

107. Nor would we confine this Collection to Persian and
Arabian Manuscripts. The Shanscrit writings, from the long-
subjection of the Hindoos tela'Forcign Government, from the
discouragements their Literature in consequence experienced,
and from the ravages @f'time, must have suffered greatly,. We
should be glad, théréfare, that Copies of all the valuable Books
which remain in.t?‘lg.tt Language, or in any ancient Dialects of
the Hindoos, might, through the Industry and Liberality [last
two words segred throughi)of Individuals, at length be placed
in safetyzig-this Island, and form a part of the proposed

Co][cKtk'm‘.
"'\ - - -
8uch is the earlicst extant reference, in the papers of

(thé Company, to the project of forming a collection of

oricntal manuscripts. It 1s now impossible to determine

with certainty who were the prime movers in this project,

Credit for the conception was given long ago to Robert

Orme, the distinguished Historiographer of the Com-

pany; for in a footnote to pages xxviii-xxix of the
1
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" Memoirs of the Life and Writings of (he Author,
9rcﬁxc¢l to the posthumons (1%05) edition of Orme's
historical Fraymentt of the Mogul Ens pire, we read

Mr, Orme used feequentdy to Lament the want of 20 Orien.
Gl collection of manvwnpts and prnted bouks in this
country; for affording that information on Tndian aifaies, die
expenise and Libour of ohtaining which was nppressive in the
exteeme when undertaken by privare individosh Theletiab-
lishment of such 3 hbrary, he ohuersed, would be & panonal
honour, the expense of \\-Lirh woull b tevial, i komparison
with the advantage that muestaceruc from it Be uled o add,
that a ship’s cargo of origingl and valuabld MBS, might be
collectaal in the settements between Delhidoil vape Comerin!

. . P\

U Orme himself conceived didhidea, he must have
found not a few servants afthe Company who were
prepared 1o second his plagdand ar least one former
scrvant o whom the conedption made an immediate
and perwonal appeal. Qeme Liuuclf, for all that he had
resided many yearsn India, and had cstablished for
himself a reputation as being the greatest historian of that
country Englagdd had hitherto produced, was almost, if
not whollygi@ipocent of oricntal scholarship.®  But there
was now ,lmng in London a man who had attained
f"m distinction during the years of his scrvice in

fengaand particularly for his devotion 1o the study
of Abdian lanpuages. ‘Charles Wilkins, the father of
‘ﬁ‘lﬁskri( learning, having heard talk about the possibility

\that a Library or Muscum might be established in

* The navelty of the idea of extablishing such a eollectinn, and of the
natcent growth of ortieataliser in geactal, iv ilustrated by the following
sentences which occur on pu lavi of the same ™ Memoies **: * The we-
cenful industry of a few gentemen, in the mest dificult and latorious
Pty of Eastern karning, particulatly in the study of the Sandkrit Lan-
Fu.‘igt: the catablichment of an Oricata) Libraey and Muwum at the
st India Tlouse , . . will mark the commencement of the nine-
teenth century av a grand cpicha in the repuldic of lowees, '

1 Memoiss, ' p- xxiv.
12



Leadenhall Street, in January 179f9 wrote the following
letter to the Court of Directors of the Honourable East
India Company:*

GENTLEMEN,

Having heard that your Honorable Court has lately
passed the very laudable resolution appropriating a portion of
the new buildings at the India FHouse to the purpose of an
Oricntal Museum, I humbly presume upon the little know- o
ledge and experience I acquired in those matters which scem{\)
the natural objects of your design, during a residence éf)
ncarly sixteen years in the Company's employ in Bengal\to
make you a tender of my advice and assistance; notsenly in
digcslin{: such a plan as shall render the institutionta“public
benefit, but in classing and arranging such bookgdnd produc-
tions of Natwre and Art, as are, or may be collected, and,
finally, (if such an employ should be found recessary) to take
charj;c of the Muscum, and give up my.avhéle auention to-
wards rendering it a Monument of the Taste, as well as of
the Munificence of its Founders, ™

I have already committed to paper'a sketch of my ideas of
what the Museum, to be useful dswell as ornamental, should
principally consist; but as it miight be deemed officious in me
to communicate it unasked, and when, perhaps, it bas been
anticipated by one more, perfect, that, with any other ser-
vices in my power, ds(reserved for your commands.

I hnvg\tﬁe honor to subscribe myself,
{_Gentlemen,
N\ Your most obedient
0N Humble Servant,
£\ Chas WILKINs,
Frrzpov Square,
Ne, 33,

“’]ammry 1799.

PR

N \ o 4 Ll . » -
) Wilkins was born in 1749 or 1750 at Frome in Somer-
set: his mother was the niece of Robert Bateman Wray,

* Miscellaneons Letters Received, wol. 100 (1799, 1), no. 2. For an
account of the building in Leadenhall Sercet referred to in the leer,
sec W, Foster, The Eass India House (London, 1924), pp. 138 f.
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the noted engraver, from whom Wilkins may have in-

_herited certain of his various talents. At the age of 20

he went out to Bengal as a writer in the service of the

' East India Company,” and about eight years later, began

the study of Sanskrit, being already well grounded in -
Bengali and Persian. The firstfruits of this study, in

which he was assisted by admiring pundits, was a trans-
lation of the Bhagavad-gitd, which, at the instance and
through the insistence of Warren Hastings, was in 1685
publisﬁncd at the expense of the Company. To this\pub-
lication Hastings contributed a laudatory noticej, reflect-
ing credit not on Wilkins® scholarship alone, but also on

A

the spirit of liberal insight and sympathy hich charac- -

terized the great Governor-General. The work, com-

paratively short as it is—it runs intgv'no more than
156 f)agcs—rnade a profound impressjait on the European
world of Jetters: *“ all hailed its appearance as the dawn
of that brilliant light, which™has subsequently shone
with so much lustre in the productions of Sir William
Jones, Mr. Colebrooke, Prafessor Wilson, &c., and which
has dispelled the dagkiiess in which the pedantry of

Greek and Hebrew séholars had invelved the etymology

of the languages ©f Europe and Asia.”?

While in Bengal, Wilkias had turned his attention to
the problem f*printing in oriental languages. His first

experimentsywere with the Bengali characters, made at -

the requiest of Warren Hastings for use in the publica-
tion yof Halhed’s Grammar of the Bengal Language

loggly, 1778). Later he designed with great success a
X

“of Nagari characters for the printing of Sanskrit;

was nevertheless used for many years.® Wilkins may

\ Cour? Book, vol. 78, p. 311. :
2 Asigtic Journal, vol. xx, New Series (1836), p. 166. -

* Jbid., pp. 167-8; cf. Ortental Studies in Honour of Cursetfi Erachji

Payry, pp. 457-8, where Storey lists some of the books which were
printed in Wilkins' Persian fount,

14

sand, with less conspicuous éclaz, a Persian fount, which -
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: therr:fore wu-_h some justice be said to have bcen at oncc

the Erasmus and the Cazton of Indian culture.

Among the earliest admirers and followers of Wilkins

was. the celebrated jurist, Sir William Jones, who, as

observed above, with- Wilkins and a group of other -

. friends founded, in 1784, the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
" and was its first President.  Being shown by Wilkins a

version of the Institutes of Manu which the latter was-

preparing, and of which ‘about one-third had already!

. been completed, Jones suggested that he should hand

{

.over. the venture to himself, and to this Wﬂkms; with -

-remarkable self- abnegatlon—lamentably rare in théworld
o of science—readily consented. In 1794 was pubhshcd
Jones' famous Institutes of Hindu Law. O
After sixteen years of service, Wilkins s obhged by
considerations of health, to return to En \'land At first

he lived at Bath, and thcrc publlShCCI\hls translation of .
the Hiropadesa (1787) later he betight a house in Ktnt, -

-which was completely destroyed by fire, some time in

- 1796.. Fortunately his bookgand manuscripts, though :

severely damaged; were got totally lost; but his types,
punches - and ~ matrices “suffered dlsastrcusly . This

~ calamity undermmc “the health of his wife: and it may- '

well be that these myisfortunes were the. private incentive

which msplred Hig~ pubhc interest in the Company 5 new.___ L

. vcntu_re

- Wilking lcttcr to the Court of Dlrectors was rcad on -
2 ]anuagy 1799, and referred to the Committee’ of =

Corrt:sp@I:ldcnct.2 but. no action appears to have been
tak%s bcyond it would seem; his being. invited to submit

the\ sketch > mentioned in his letter, The followmg o

I8 thc text of this document

friend W. Marsden, see MSS. Ear. F. IB,J'I, ppe 2558, .
.. Court Book, vol.-107 A, p. 76o. -

' For 2 correspondcncc on this sub]t?c!: betwcen WlLkms :ml:l hls_

? 1. Forbes Watson, O=n tlze REASHIES rcqwrcd for '.-. rﬁe Imfﬂ: : oo

Mu;eum and Laﬁmry (London, 1874, Appendxx E, » BP- 55- 6
- - ' I)




(Y Museum. Each article should be accompanied by an fﬁb-_

SkETCH OF A PLAN FOR AN OrreNTAL MUSEUM PROPOSED TO * °
BE ESTABLISHED AT THE IND1A Houst,

A Library,

.To consist of Manuscripts and Printed Books. .
The Manuscripts to include works in all the languages of *
Asia; but particularly in the Persian, Arabic, and Sanskrita ;™
and great care should be taken to make the collection very, -
select, as well in correctness as subject AN/

The Printed Books should consist generally of all\suck -
works as in any way relate to Oriental subjects, inghading all ..
that has been published upon the languaﬁes of thg\Fast, and -
every work wEich has appeared under the patrotiage of the -
Company. Maps, charts, and views, with\eoins, medals,
statues, and inscriptions, may be includgﬂ\under this head.”

A Cabinet of Natural Pr}imn’om. :

Under this head are included\Animal, Vegetable, and-.
Mineral preductions, T

The Animal Productionsshould comprehend chiefly such.:
animals, parts of animals,or produce of animals, as are ob-
jects of commerce, and al'in their natural state: the tusks of
the elephant, the woel of the shawl goat, the musk in its
bag, the. cocoons-of. the different species of silk worms (not
omitting that égrious sort which is cultivated near Purpea,
and is fed upan the leaves of the Palma Christ, and wh_lch_
is little, if\ét“a]l known in Europe), lack, with its colouring
substanéein its crude state, the cochineal, and the edible
birds” mtests. Such of the animals as produce these and
similar substances, provided they be not too large, may_bjf
Admitted; nor should others which are only objects of curi-
Vesity, when offered as presents, be refused a. place in the

stract of its Natural History, )

The Vegetable Productions should, generally spta'kmg;l:
comprise specimens of all the plants, seeds, and froits of'~
Asia; but attention should, in a more particular manner, be
paid to such trees and plants whose produce is an article of

16



- “commerce, There should be specimens of all the different.
trees whose wood or timber is.in estimation for ship-building,
or domestie purposes; as well as of such as are esteemed for
- their medicinal virtues or fragrant scent. FEach specimen
should be accompanied by a Memorandum of its peculiar
- 'qualities, place of growth, &c. The different species of in-
© digo, and other plants used in staining and dyeing, of ‘the
. sugar canc and tea trees, and of the cotton plants, must not -
be neglected any more than the numerous tribe of oils, gums,
_and resins, which are the natural preduce of the plants of A
- Asia. . LM
The Mineral Productions will, in the first place, inch}deﬁ '
specimens of the ores of all the metals and semi-metalsiof -
the East, as well as of the metals themselves when fownd in’
* their perfect state in the earth, which is sometimes the case,
Specimens should be procured of the very curigus,species of
- steel which is known at Bombay by the name beat, or ‘coots,
As pit coal has within these few years beénfound in the
Province of Beerbhoom and some qthér “parts of India, = -
samples of it should be procured; as al$e of the bitumens and -
‘petroleuns which abound in some pares of Asia. "It would::
" be a curiosity to cur chymists to. 5t the saltpetre, and the '~ -
fossil borax as.it is takén from'the pits. There should alse - -
" be a collection of precious sgasies, and of the various species
- of marble and alaEastcr.' Jf fot mistaken, marble fit for the -
" statvaty is produced at thé.Cape. Particular-attention should . .. -
© be paid to those stonesyearths, and clays as might be useful’ .
in our manufactures, “Specimens of the kern stone, which is = -
‘used for cutting/the inferior gems, should be procured, and -
- of the porcelaifie €arths called petunsce and kaolin, found in. - -
.. great abundinée in Beerbhoom. Samples of. that very .
- curious fég8il known in Bengal by the name of cuncuf, of . -
- which e natives make lime, should also have a place in-the . "
. Muséeh, S - '

“\J i .».éfr.ts’}.‘icz;al Productions, L IR

'+ Under this title’ cd_xﬁe_ generally ';éjnplés of 4ll the manu:’ : '
" factures of Asia, and, particularly, of cvery article in silk and.

cotton, in every stage from ‘the cocoon .and pod to the cloth -

. ready for the market; of the different sorts of colouring sub-
SRS & AR o B




stances prepared in India; of sugar and sugar-candy; of salt-"
petre and borax, &c. &c. Models of the various machines
and tools used in the manufactures of Asia should form a -
Eart of the Collection; and also of the implements of hus-.

andry, and instruments used in their sciences, mathematical,
astronomical, musical, &c. &c.

N

Miscellaneons Articles. AN

"\ -
To consist of curiosities, chiefly presents, and gehetally *
such things as cannot conveniently be classed underany of -

the former heads, ¢

Memorandum, 3 ) .
Should the Museum be established, haw very desirable it
would be to the lovers and promoters_6f Eastern learning, -
and how exceedingly useful to the edise of science in general,
if a Society, similar to that now floufishing in Calcutta, were
established under the patronage\of the Court of Directors for -
the time being, with permission to hold their meetings in the °
Library, and the use of the-Collection so far as to assist them -
in their researches. There are several of the distinguished .
members of the Asiatic Society of Bengal now residing in
England, and the{names of many other celebrated Oriental.
scholars occur¢yith’ the first thought of such an institution. -
A printing office, furnished with types in the Orlcn_tal :
characters,, might be established by the Company,.&t wl_nqh '
their curcent business might be executed, which of iself, it 1s -
presumed, would go a great way towards a reimbursement
f the“expense. Such works as may be done for the Soae;ly, .
\%&i’r Transactions, &c., to be paid for out of their owlé fl\lﬁ 5

N g
N”

This is in every respect a most significant document. .
It is easy to sce in Wilkins' grandiose scheme that same
spirit, instinct with the urge for universal learning, -
-which created the Asiatic Society of Bengal, which society
remains to this day faithful to the catholicity of vision.
of its founders. 1In it may be seen also that grasp of the
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‘interlacing of thc intercsts of science and industry, of
culture and business, which was for all time consum-
mated in the great Exhibition of 1851. In it may be
scen the curator’s true natural regard for the appetites of
the two categories of persons who make use of public
libraries and museums: the specialist, and the curious
vulgar,’ In it may, finally, be seen the testament which

directed the destinies of the Museum and Library of thq A\

\

East India Company for all the years that remained (&
the Company, until it came to an end. . And who will
_say that Wilkins was not right? The day may yet{come,
when a Museum, for which there is insistent clagiour in

diverse cicles, catholic as the Empire, rich.3¢"ifs infinite.

varieties as the human mind, will in this Logdon display
to the world for all time the races and ideals which were
the physical and spiritual componefits”of the British
Commonwealth of Nations, in wilich. Commonwealth

- India, by reason of its greatness\n“extent and splendour

of soul, plays the preponderant-part. :

Wilkins waited. The mwenths went by, and nothing' :

happened. In Novemberiof that same year, he wrote to

. his old patron and adffiirer, Warren Hastings, soliciting ™ =
his aid in 3PPfoaCh‘ihg the Directars of the Company.

Wilkins® letter is\lo_gt; but Hastings replied: - -

Ko\ B .. Davizsrorp House,

: O - _ o Sunday. oo
My pE4R WrLrINS, Co - '

sFrec'd yours too late to ans[we]r it fully; but I cannot
. wilig another day to tell you, that in whatcver way I ean pro--, -
Imote the institution, or your appoint[men]t to the charge of -
\Ats materials, I will do it with pleasure.” I should have no -
objection to address the Court of D{i]r[ector]s themsélves .
- on such an occasion as the establishment of a new system for.-- |

\

- P T wil] be shown h.érea'ftér, how soen ‘and how enthusiastically the

*public ‘welcomed the Company’s Museun, as a place for gratifying its .

legitimate curiosity.

ig K




oy

e

?

\ approbation, how much may it be improved by a few dashes

\ N

ingrafting the knowledge of India on the commetcial per-
suits [sic] of the Company. Consult Mr. Bensley on this,
& give me his opinion upon it. It will decide mine.

I grieve to hear that your domestic sufferings still exist.
Mrs Hastings is thankful for your remembrance of her, &

desires me to present her compl[iment]s & to unite her

wishes with mine for Mrs. Wilkins's restoration to health,
Yours most truly & affect[ionate]ly

N

WarreN Hastings,! e\

\

To this letter Wilkins sent the following answex »*

CavpeN Houseg KERSINGTON,
6tk Newve\7og.

My pear Mr, HasTings, .

I yesterday waited on M. Bensley to)consult him upon

our proposal to address the Court of Directors in my behalf;

Eut he is still of opinion, that a lettér’te the Chairman and

Deputy Chairman conjointly (as {t)fiust ultimately come be- -

fore the Court) will answer eery purpose, as well, if not
better. He said he would “¥ecommend, that having, in
your own impressive seple’ and manner, signified your
opinion of the importance of the institution, you proceed to

inform them of my<{having made you acquainted with my -

wish to have the&uperintendence of it, and to recommend
me as a fic dnfor such a trust, mentioning some of those
humble eﬁts of mine upon which my pretensions are
founded s, which your partiality will nacurally call qualifica-
tions. M&further thinks you may say, you have scen the out-
linest®df™ a Plan for the cs'tablisﬂmcnt of a new System for
ingrafting the knowledge of India on the commercial- pur-
'&t”s of the Company ”’; and if the idea has met with your

of your pencil?

My vanity will not let me conclude till ¥ have informed

you, that I have received a very flattering letter from Lady
Spencer, assuring me, in the kindest terms, that both she and
her Lord will do every thing in their power to secur¢ my

success. Her Ladyship thinks Dundas means not well, &

perhaps she has better reasons for so judging than we are

* MSS. Eur. F, 18/1, pp. 259-360.

2 Ibid., pp. 261-4.
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aware of. With a thousand apologies for the great freedom I
take with you, and our united Thanks to Mrs. Hastings & -

- yourself for your kind wishes respecting the health of my A
- poor wife, I remain S

My Dear Sir, o
Your most affectionate R
~ And respectful Humble servt -~ A
Cras. Wriikins, ’ N

Mr -Bcﬁsley begs you will nat take the trouble to write tod ) -

~him upon this business. Poor fellow he is laid up with His)

AN

- Court in the following terms:"

‘of Dircctors have it in contemplation to establish a Museum

¢ “That this attestation may not appear to be the mere effect =
\“of personal favor or solicitation, I beg leave to offer ad un-
- doubted proof of my long confirmed opinion of Mr Wilkins's
‘talents, in the folloving “detailed exposition of it, which I -+

old complaint in his face.- In your letter please to take\no
notice of your being acquainted with any opposition 28
L . : . ...’\-\ ‘. _

- Hastings accordingly addressed the Chaisfnan of the =
..-.,x',\\_' S

. .a~Diyiesverp Howse, - - 7

NN/ Tsth Nowr 1pog. + o -
Sz \J : o )

" Mr Wilkins has informed_the, that the Hon'ble Court o

of Indian literature, .He haglalso communicated t6 me the * .
offer which he has made of*his services to superintend the -~ © .
proposed: institution; aJ{t}i he has requested that I will potify - - S
to you my opinion c;f\fn fitness for such 2 charge. Ttrust to -7~

my experienced kiowledge of your candor and libérality, that-
you will not think ‘me guilty of an unbecoming liberty in "~

- complying withvhis request, and in recommending him to~

you, as I dd\iost earnestly and truly, and through you (if - o

-you shallJdécm my recommendation deserving of that dis-

tiﬁctb\rig‘fé the Hon'ble Court of Dircctors, as amply quali- - ;
fiedrgidischarge every duty which can appertain to an office *. [ .
likethat in question.. . ' ' el

‘ventured to deliver, fifteen years age, to a very worthy. pre-.

. .decessor of yours; Mr Nathaniel Sm_ir_h,.and which__w_as aft_c::_'—_:_';_' '

1 _Mf;f.feﬂaﬂé'o_us' Letters Received,’ vol. _-.'I_'O_I (1;7'99, 2), mo; 236,
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wards printed for publication by the express command of the -
Honble Court of Directors of that time. ;

Extract of a letter to Nathanicl Smith, Esqr dated Benaris,
4th October 1784.

It now remains to say something of the Translator, Mr
“Charles Wilkins, This Gentleman, to whose ingenuity,
“unaided by models for imitation, and by artists for his{"
“direction, your government is indebted for its printing
“office, and for many official purposes to which it hasibeen
“ profitably applied, with an extent unknown in Eurdpe, has
“united to an early and successful ateainment of ’tl.l'f:' erstan
“and Bengal languages the study of the Sanscre¥t, ¥To this -
“he devoted himself with a perseverance of which there are
“few examples, and with a success whichiebeouraged him
“to undertake the translation of the Mahabliirut., This book
“is said to consist of more than ope\hundred thousand
“metrical stanzas, of which he has{av’ this time translated
“more than a third; and, if I may st to the imperfect tests
“by which T myself have tried\a’ very small Eortion of it
“through the medium of angthet language, he has rendered
*“it with great accuracy and-fidelicy. Of its clegance, and the
“skill with which he has\familiarized (if I may so express it)
“his own native language to so foreign an original, I may
“not speak, as fromithe specimen herewith presented, whe-
“ever reads it w’kfl[%udge For himself. :

“Mr Wilkings’health having suffered a decline from the )
“fatigues of, business, from which his gratuitous Iabors
“allowedrhim no relaxation, he was advise§ to try a change
“of aitfor his recovery. I myself recommended that of
“ Besidres, for the sake of the additional advantage which he
“shiight derive from a residence in a place which is considered

,f%s the first seminary of Hindoo learning; and I promoted
23 " his application to the Board, for their permission to repair
¢N© “thither, without forfcitin% his official appointments during -
V™ “the term of his absence,” |
Had my opinion of Mr Wilkins's qualifications for an .-

office similar to that which I now suppose likely to become -
necessary, been required of me at the time when the preced-

ing paragraphs were written, I should have pronounced him

N

! C. Wilkins, The Bhigoir-giéta (London, '1785), pp. 1I-12.
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not only duly qualified, but the only person that was so; since
he was then the only one, or he was the first, who possessed
a knowledge of the Sanscreet tongue, which is the medium
~ of all that is valuable of the Braminical writings, the most
_ancient perhaps of any now extant. If his example, and the -
encouragement since given to the study of that language, .
have produced other proficients in it, yet the first merit is
unquesticnably his, who both led the way, and shewed the = "\
attainment of it to be practicable : and that merit, I have no ¢\,
~doubt, will have its due influence on the disposition which\ %/
the Hon'ble Court of Directors have ever manifested to, em
ploy and reward those whe under their authority and gation-
. age possess so strong a claim to their favor. Such, ¥presme
* too, would naturally be-their first object in the foraation of
2 new and untried system intended for thepuspose of in-
grafting the science of India on the commerc.'{al persuits [sic]
of the Company. R 7, _
- ‘May I be permitted to offer the respestful tribute of my
praise to the liberality, and no lesgMtovthe wisdom of thar
respectable body, which unrestrained by the principles which
have, in other instances, almost ingariably bounded the views . .
. of Men associated for the pufpeses of pecuniary gain, has -
jeined a desire to add thebacquisition of knowledge (and. -
wonderful will be the stores which the projected institution
. under such auspices wilNay open.to them). to the power, the .
- riches and the glopp\which its acts have already so largely
» contributed to the\British Empire and Name?
I have the haflar to be with the truest sentiments of respect -
and grateful @tgachment, - : B
. _ O Sir, _ : S
2% Your most obedient and faithful servant,

N
\

AN . Warren Hasrines.
- XThis letter was duly read in Court, and referred to the
{_Committee of Correspondence. to examine and report.t
) Inaction again followed.  But Wilkins was not to be -~
denied; and ‘at the end of 1800, or early in 18o1, he =
wrote another application “ rencwing the offer of his . -
_Services as Librarian to the Oriental Repository intended . -
- * Court Book, vol. 108 A, pp. 734-5 (20 November 1799). .. -



,\fb’c noted, how the author of the latter article improves. -

}

to be formed at the India House, and as the Company’s
Oriental Translator.”"  This time he had chosen his
moment well.  Whatever may have been the cause of
carlier delay— ssibly the opposition of Dundas, as Lady -
Spencer had hinted®—action was now immediate and '
decisive. The letter was referred to the Committee of -
Carrespondence, which sat immediately, and submitted
a favourable report:® this was read in Court the sapne"
day, whercupon it was? \

RESOLVED That Mr Charles Wilkins be appointed
Librarian to the Oricneal Repository with /aSalary of
4200 per annum, and that Mr Bruce thie, €ompany’s .}
Historiographer® be always permitted\fo have free’
aceess to the Books and Papers con@mcd therein,

It is appropriate here to correct "’r&t\ain misstatements -
which have appeared in print, telative to the formation -
and early history of the Librarp” L

In the obituary notice for8ir Charles Wilkins which” :
was contributed to the Asi@tic Journal for July 1836, on ¢
page 168, it is alleged.fhat “in the year 1800 the East
India Company resglved to have a Librarian for the P
invaluable collectign.of MSS. of which they had become
possessed by t%:‘capturc of Seringapatam, and from
various othepysotirces.” This suggestion is incorporated
into the notire of Wilkins in the Dictionary of National
Biography,vol. Ixi, p. 260: “but in 1800 he re-entered
the sefvice of the East India Company as librarian, an
office.then established for the custody of oriental manu-
seripts taken at Seringapatam and elsewhere.” It is to

! Conrt Book, vol. 109 A, pp. 1044-5 (18 February 1801). . o

? Dundas quitted the office of President of the India Board in 18or; -
sec W. Foster, John Company (London, 1926}, p.. 259. B

* Correspondence Reports, vol. 24, p. 126.

¥ Court Book, vol. 109 A, p. 1066 [sic, for 1056]. .

# Bruce was joint Historiographer with Orme from 1793, and suc
ceeded Orme as sole Historiographer when the latter died, in January -
18o1: see W, Foster, John Company, pp. 238-9.
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on hls -wthonty, by convertlng £r0m various other._
sources,”’ whlch opens up the possibility of free bene- ©
faction, into ** elsewhere,” implying that all the treasures .

" in manuscripts of which the Company in 1800 stood -
possesscd—at least in that writer's 1mag1naﬂ0n—-had
been ““ taken ™ in prosecution of onc or another succcssfu] K

" martial operation. '

“ As a matter of fact, it was in 1798 as we have shewn,
that the Board of Dircctors determined to formea
~Library : Seringapatam did not fall until 1799. Itiswde
that the capture of Seringapatam was followed® by the ..
presentation, on the part of ie army, of Tippgo. Sultan’s
* library to the civil autherities: but, as will be)seen later,
when the history of that collection is told\at length, the =
official letter of prcscntatmn was nofwritten until 13-
- September 1800, instructions forsthe” transfer of ‘the
“Collection to London were not se‘nt out until 1803,~and-

- the complete reception of thagpart of the Library which -
eventually found its -way o\ East India House did - not ..
take place undl 1837, A%¥or collections secured from .
other sources prior to ‘the inception of the mnetecnth.
century, of these there“is no trace. .

i is-stated in an article entitled The Indla Ofﬁcc_ .
L1brary,” printédvin the Allahabad Piomeer of 4 August-
1904, that Willkins was ap ointed Librarian “at a salary

- of {1,009 Er annum’ is statement ‘is repeated in'the ..

" extravgganza ‘A thde Known - and Remarkable
~ Library,” contributed by  James Cassidy ”? (Mrs. Storey)
1‘0\ ¢ July issue of the Ifzdm Magazme of 1906 i
PP 180-1g2. .

3% As 2 matter of [act Wllkms 1mtlal salary as Librarian
W was [200 per annum: the augmentations which finally. -
-brought this sum to the total of  f1,000 were gradual, .

" and in virtue of increased rcsponmblhnes and multiplica: -
tion of offices. But this is to antlapate matters. Wthh
belong to, the next chapte.r ' ' :




§2

“ Muxtricent donations therevpon flowed in from old
servants of the Company "—so is described, in théd
Report of the Library Committee, dated 19 March 187,
page 1, the reaction which followed the appointment.of
Wilkins as the Company’s Librarian : and this steternent -
is repeated, with slight variations of language,, in‘the two
epitomes of the Library’s history quoted at dhe end of |
the preceding chapter. .
It is a pity that, in the interests of histetical truth, this
pious hyperbole must be refuted. The fact is, that the
earliest beginnings of the new-institution were not -
particularly auspicious, 'The conly acquisition of any
considerable importance recordéd during the first year -
of the Library’s history, was‘the reception of the manu-
scripts and papers of thetlate Robert Orme, the Com- .
pany’s Historiograp,hér':' this most valuable collection .
will be duly described elsewhere, but here it is pertinent
to observe that-it was to John Roberts,” his executor, ..
that Orme aéthally made his bequest, and Roberts in
turn handedyover the volumes and papers to the Court
of Diregtars, with the remark that * he "—thar is, Orme -
—“ frequently mentioned to me in his life time his wish, .
that“fhey should be in possession of the Company.”™”
Ahe bequest was announced and accepted in Court on
w1y April 1801, and was received in the Library on
2 December of the same year. It was particularly fitting -
that the earliest, as well as one of the greatest, bene-
factors of the Library should have been the man who

! Roberts was Chairman of the Company in 1796, and again in 1802, -
as well as during the last four months of 1801, after the resignation of -
David Scott,

* Letrer dated 14 April 1801, in Miscellancous Leiters: Received, vol,
104, p. 166. .
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had been so largely concerned with bringing the Library
into existence. B
There is available a complete and detailed record of
the day-to-day history of the Library, in a series of folio
“volumes, commonly known as the Day Book, but of
which the official designation is the Daily Account of |
Books and Curiosities received into the Library: the ™\
“earliest entry is dated 20 November 1801. The extremelsi
valuable information contained in these books is supgls® *
mented by a series of volumes of Commitice Papers :
these papers are very occasional in the earliest,period,
only one being datéd 1801, after which ther€ 3§ a gap
until 1807: these serve to illustrate the<adeinistrative
~ development of the Library, and are thefrerunners of
. the current Registry-files. To these twsources frequent - -
- reference will be made in the follawhag pages. ©
The first entry in the Day Book @¥scrves to be quoted, -
for it aptly demonstrates the pyeponderance which, for
.many subsequent years, ‘was, enjoyed by the Museum

branch of the institution &

Novr. 20. Three Blephant Heads, with several detached
" parts intend;d'&) illustrate the natural history of these -

“ Animals, sqi:;far as relates to their curicus mode of
" Dentitign, Presented by John Corsé Scott Esq.

. Three’ days Aater, the first ‘oriental mahﬁscriptl was
receivegh : o S S '
3‘\1. L - R . . i _ .
- I\*\(WI 23. A Persian Manuscript traced on oil paper, Eng- =~
&Y Lish Title “ Mogul History.” 1 vol. - 4to.” Presented
N " by John Roberts Lsq. L o
)" The same day six brass images representing Hindu gods .
. were also given to the Library by John Roberts.> The’
- {oliowing day, the Rev. Mr. Cox presented a Persian -
. ' The identity of this manuscript has ot béén established. .
- * Evidemly from the. effects of Orme, see Wilkins' Memcir in
Asiatic Annaal Register, 1801, pp. 545. S o
. T



manuscript, the Feutithd i Humayiin of Siydqi Nizam,'
and also a Tibetan manuscript. The next acquisition is
Orme’s bequest, described as follows. :

Dec. 2. 51 Vols containing 190 Tracts on the subject of
India and the Company's Affairs from about the -
[year] 1750 down to tﬂc year 1788.—Printed. 231 Vols
in Manuscript of various sizes, chiefly bound in ®
Velum, containing a vast body of information upény:’
the subject of India, in Copies which Mr Ormc'sﬁad
permission to make from the records and collections of
others, and in original Documents, Commonplage &c.,
with many useful Indexes. s,

8 Bundles of Letters, chicfly from Madras and Bom-
bay, upon the subject of the Company’s affairs in
India, A0 .

20 Rolls, consisting chiefly of folil and proof impres-
sions of the Plates used for M&®rme’s History.

20 Rolls, containing sundryp Maps and Plans.

35 Bocoks, containing Maps, Plans and Views.

4 Portfolios LA do. do.

17 Ralls of Manpseript Plans and Maps, chiefly the
originals of those“engraved for Mr. Orme’s History.

- NB. The eight foregoing Articles were presented to
the Library &by John Roberts Esq., and are from the !
Collectidnl of " the Company’s late Historiographer,
Robert\Orme Esq,, F.A.S. g

- To thesame date belongs the first entry in the volumcs
of Minttés, Finance and Home:?

_ '\ﬂt"a Committee for superintending the Library the 24
O December 1801 .
8 Resolved i
’ * that al] printed Books at present dispersed about th
House and Warehouses not in use in the several Departments,
be deposited in the Library—together with any articles of
! Ethé's Caralogue, no. 537, o .
T After Wilkins® death tn 1826, the Library Committec was super
seded by the Finance and Heme Committee: hence this title of.the

volumes, which also contain extracts, supplicd to the Librarian from <
.time to time, of Court procedure insofar as it affected his department
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_curloslty that can be collected elther at thc HOU.bC or Warca'.
houses. _ : . J Rioberts] -
. . " F Blaring] .

This minute marks the foundation of the L1bra_rys o
+ collection of printed books: it mcidentally throws light.- -
- on the earliest arrangements for superintending the ad-- . <
" ministration of the Library. The next notice of the con-. A o
stitution of a Library Committee is contained in thc"_'\{\._
Court Book, vol. 113, page 658, where it is stated that e

at a Court held on 17 August 1504, 1t was - . A\ .

RESOLVED That the Chairman L&
: Beputy Chairman \ B
Sir Francis Baring B\
. Sir Hugh Inghs £t and

: John Manship Iisqr T
be appointed a Committee to Superidte \d the Companys L

Library of which Mr Charles Wilkins was appomtcd.

" - Librarian on the 18th. February 1801 ' '

The form in which this r{:soiuuon is worded suggests-. B
that this was the first Eibrary Comrmttec to - bc con- -
stituted by the Courte” S
- - On 20 December 801, the lerary was prcscnted Wlth o
a Shah-namah, KSénskrlt manuscript; and some Mah- ©
ratta documests. “On the 3oth day of the same-month; 2° -
very interesting” and curious document was reccwedm"- K
~ “The Ongha? \/Ianuscnpt Record of- Tlppoo Sultann’s .
Dreams?y8vo. 1 vol.”* 'This manuscript was presented™, .
1o the LCourt of Directors by Major Beatson, who had ..
_ quo'\cd extracts from it ini translation in his View of the =
.'Orzgm and Conduct of the War with Tippoo Sultavn, -
{Upnblished in 18c0. -Beatson wrote the following note-on ...*.
‘_ .the ﬁy—lc‘lf of this precious manuscnpt o

“T'his reglster of the Su]tauns dreams was. dxscovered by R
Colnm:l William Kirkpatrick, .amongst other papers of ‘a -

1 Fithd 3001, - Other’ Tippoo Sultan” doéuments “were received -on .
3 January 18oz mcludmrr three mr.morandum books -and ﬁve letters:. ¢




secret nature, in an escriteire found in the Palace of Seringa-
patam. Hubbech Oellah, onc of the most confidential of the
Sultaun's servants, was present at the time it was discovered. -
He knew that there was such a Book of the Sultaun’s com- |

sition ; but had never seen it, as the Sultaur always mani-
ested peculiar anxiety to conceal it from the view of any who -
Im{ppcncd to apprmcﬁ while he was reading or writing in it. ..
Of these extraordinary productions six only have heen as yet
translated which I have inserted in the Appendix of a View
of the Origin and Conduct of the War, Of some of them.it) -
appears that [war] & conquest, and the destruction(of'the
Kaufers, were [no less thej subjects of his sleepingthan of |
his waking thoughts. N\

This unique human document, which §¢"Written in an’
execrable hand, descrves to be published and studied, -
for it throws a vivid light on the rpcx\;tal processes of an -
implacable and dangerous encmy, of British rule in.
India, AN R

Another curious and interesting relic, of which the -
Library and Museum hetame possessed at about the
same time,' was desgribed in the following terms in -
The Atheneum of 5 June 1869 : :

But we almost {orget our old friend, the tiger. Who has .
not seen andj, fvhat is more, heard him at the old India -
House? amd }\'ho, having suffered under his unearthly
sounds, cagngver dismiss him from his memory? It seems -
that this\Rerrid creature—we mean, of course, the figure re-
presenting it—was found among the treasures of Tippoo :

ultan’when he fell at the siege of Seringapatam. It was 2
oy 0f this great Sultan, representing a tiger preying on the

N ';.:body of an English officer, and so constructed that by turning_'

NS
K

! Actually received into the Library on zg9 July 1808, as recorded in
the Day Book under that date: Recd Tippoo's Musical Tiger.  That it
was kept in the public reading room of the Library, as is suggested in -
the extract from The Athenenn, seems highly improbable: there was
a tendency on the part of the public of that time ta confuse the Library

- with the Museurn. But when the model was first received, it must .

have gone into the Library apartment, as at that date there was no -
other accommodation at the East India House. .
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~ a handle the animal’s growl mingled with the shricks of his
- dying victim, These shricks and growls were the constant
plague of the student, busy at work in the library of the old
‘India Honse, when the Ieadenhall Street public, unremit-
. tingly, it appears, were bent on keeping up the performance
- of this barbarous machine, No doubt that a number of per-
verse loctions have crept into the editions of our oriental
works through the shock which the tiger caused to the nerves -
of the readers taken unawares. Luckily he is now removed
from the library; but what is 2lso lucky, a kind fate has des'\
- prived him of ﬁis handle, and stopped up, we are happy(te®
think, some of his internal organs; or, as an ignorant yisitor -
* would say, he is out of repair; and we do sincerely hope that.
he will remain so, to be seen and to be admired, if necessary,
but te be heard no more.? . O :

The tger is now a treasured exhibii\\iﬁ the Indian
Section of the Victoria and Alberg-Muscum: modern
surgery has partly restored the beastis articulatory pipes,

" but the curious public is no longer permitted to divert
itself with snatches of its broken mclody, . )

- In 1807, Sir Hugh Inglisireceived from the Company’s

" Resident at Baghdad, MriHarford Jones, a stone from
Babylon, known familirly as the *“ Babylonian Stone™:
he'in turn presentéd it to the Court, and the Court de- -
posited it in tHeMEibrary, whence it has rccently been

“transferred to™the British Muscum, to take its proper .. -

* place of prid&in the great scries of Babylonian antiquities

- there préedrved. This stone, the inscription of which - .
-was fust/translated in Records of the Past, vol. 5 (First -~
.Se@),’ pp. T11-135, being incidentally one of the first -« =
Rabylonian documents to be deciphered, has alwaysbeen - 7 .

~a-popular exhibit: the Company causcd 2 stone plate’of -+

\Mits characters to be made, and engraved prints taken.
from this werc distributed to distinguished visitors. - In

. *There scems o be an ‘affinity of spirit beiween the British public's-
. amiusement at this spectacle of the symbol of the enemy’s consclentious -

‘Joathing, and the enthusiasm with which British soldiers sang, during <. -

the Huropean War, the netoricus Germar “* Hymn of Hate.”
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saPeadenhall Street and that all Eastern Manuscripts trans-
' mitted to that Repository would be carefully preserved and

‘a century, as being *the original bricks which the

this connection it is interesting to read an entry in the
Court Book, under the date 22 February 18os,' which
incidentally marks the beginning of the Library's inter- -
national activities: :

On reading a Letter from Mr Chas Wilkins,.
Librarian dated this day, laying before the Court a
letter he has received from Count Hownzon the Rus- -
sian Ambassador, communicating in very flatteridgy’
terins, the Emperor of Russia’s acknowledgmentssfor.
two copics of the Babylonian Inscriptions, whichMr
Wilkins had presented thro® His Excellengy o the: .
Emperor in the Court’s name, &0 - .
ORDERED That it be referred to the consitleration of the -

Library Committee. L

Y,
With the inscribed slab came ﬁvc'\’b}i_cks, which have -
also been much appreciated by sightseers, for more than -

Israclites were compelled tomake without straw ™1
So disappointing was the reception accorded in India
to the Court’s Public Dispatch of 25 May 1798, that in
a Dispatch to Bengahof 5 June 1805 the following para-
graphs were inserted:* : S
¢ N\ B -
26, In our Pablic Letter of the 25th of May 1768, Par..~

105, 106, 107{f which no other notice has been takesn, except
the Inforpation contained in your Public Letter of the 25th
Decembérr798 * that these Paragraphs had been published
for geretal information”) we informed you of cur willing-
ngss~to allot Apartments for the purpose of an Oritnt_al ;
Repository in tﬁc additiona} Buildings then erecting 10 .

registered there. )
27. We cannot but express our disappointment that our in-

tentions have not been attended with that success we had

reason to expect, and we are sorry to be under the disagree- -

! Court Book, vol. 113 A, p. 1483.
* Bengal Despatches, vol. 43, pp. 29-40.
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*able necessity of attributing the failure in some degree to the.
indifference 1t has experienced from 'cur Bengal Governmeat, -
by whom it does not appear. that any particular exertions
have been made to forward our views.! S o

28. We have now to inform you, that the Apartments for
the Oriental Library being completed according to cur-In-
tentions, have been placed under the Charge of Mr Charles

- Wilkins, formerly of our Civil Service in Bengal, and thara
considerable number of Manuscripts, and printed Books npon {5
Oriental Subjects, with Objects of Natural History and Cur\ ™
osity have already been placed in it; among which are many
valuable presents from Individuals and Public Bodies&ithis

" Country. S 7, M
29. As our original views in establishing this Jabrary have’
by no means been abandoned, and we still efitdrtain hopes
-that the invitation held out to Individualssity India, in the
abovementioned paragraphs, would be sucegssful if properly
seconded by our Supreme Gevernmepty'we again refer youto
them, and desire that the subject miy be entered into with -
alacrity and zeal. . . . Y0 T oo T
30. We now call your attentipm to the Library of the lite . .
Tippoo Sultaun which the Gaptors destined for this House, -
- and which we have always intended should be preserved in -
. -the Company’s Librarys\Not having been furnished witha .
Catalogue in a regudizdand official manner and but lawely =
 .with any list whatéyer, We have hitherto been precluded =
[from] giving a&"fﬂstructions.upon the subject. . We trust - .
however that {he ‘whole of the Donation has been: reserved.
for. our -Oxders, which undér that impression, we now pro-
_ceed to giver . We abserve thit according to a specific'Cata-- '
logue, .@%ﬂi-which we have been privately furnished,? there - -
-'shghl;d.- be a great many Kurans, Shahnamahs, and other - -
%}ks remarkable for the fineness, and variety of the writ- + -

7% N L. This lack of cathusiasm on the part of ‘the Bengal officials was'in -

N/ great measure-duc to a'spidt of local rivalry: the Jibraries of the Asiatic .-~

/. Society of Bengal, and of the College at Fort William—the Jatter in:.. -

- stitution” had met with bitter oppositon i London—appeared to them -

to be worthier | receptacles of oriental manuscripts collected in India, - -

. than the nnknown Repository in far-off Leadenhall Streer, L
- ? This. refers of course to-the subsequently printed C. Srewart: 4 -

“ descriptive Catalogue of the Oviental Library of the late Tippoo Sultan - - -
. of Mysore.. Cambridge, 180g, . .o L LT L e




$

ing, and the splendor of their illuminations. You will direct -
that all the Books of this description be selected, whatever
may be the number of duplicates wogether with one Copy of .
every other Waork, whether in prose or verse, [of] which
ticre appears to be a very considerable number and variety,
and the whole carefully packed and sent 1o us by the earliest.
epportunity; taking care that the Risk be divided by putting .
the chiests on board two or three Ships.  You will at the same,
time transmit 4 complete Catalogue both in Persian and Epg %
lish, of the whole Library as it was originally found, together
with a similar List of those which may be sent homeg ‘actord- -
ing to these Instructions. W\ 3 T
31. As a Series of Coins is a natural useful Appéadage toa -
Library you will direct our Mint and Assay Masters and such
other of our Oflicers as from their situationdad Employment,
arg the most eligible to forward this objéet’to collect choice *
specitnens of all the different Coins of India and the neigh- . -
bouring Countries, both ancientydnd modern whether in
Gold, silver or Copper, and fromutime to time, as often a5 .
any considerable progress has been’ made, transmit them to us .
accompanicd by a proper list in English and Persian con-"
taining their Legends, theizme of the Country where coined
or Current, Age or Darcand generally such information as
may tend to renderghem illustrative of History. In issuing
these Orders you.gwill understand that however desirous we
may be of havigg’them fulfilled, We by no means intend
that more should be paid for any particular Piece, than its
intrinsic of> tarrent value, except in instances where the
Coin is €urious and rare. You will of course include faic
specimighs” from our own Mints; but we particularly desire
thag\a’ single piece of each size and Denomination in Gold,
Silver and Copper may be selected from the latest C‘I\omage in

L€aleurea, .

32. We understand that several Works particulatly on th
Languages of India, have been published in Calcutta cx-
clusive of those sent us by the Northampton. As it is propef
that our Library should be furnished with every Work which.
has any Relation to our Affairs, you will not only send us 2 :
Copy of every new Book which has since appeared but cot .
tinue so to do with respect to future Publications of the same -
nature, Of such new Works as treat of the Languages, you
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" will send us 40 Copies as they will be useful in our Seminary
-at home. You will direct that the whole be sent unbound
- -and -in shéets just -as they come from the Press. = Our
Librarian not having been able to procure in this Country, a
-complete set of the Asiatic Researches Calcutta Edition, you
will endeavour to send us a good Copy of all the Vols which
may have been published with a Copy of the Histnrg of
. India [by] Ghulam Hussayn and translated inte English by
Ghulam Mustafa as it is not to be procurcd in this Country.!, ()"
 33. We desire that when the Publications above alluded o\ -+ -
contain matters of general informadon with respect togtle” -
Geography resources, or History of India which may 4ppsar
‘to you calculated to afford useful information to ghedBoard .
. of Commissioners for the Affairs of India that yowdpforward
* *a second Copy of all such Works to us in ordésthar we may
have it in our power to present the same to *\tbj: Board to be . °

placed among their Records, (&

- Action was taken by the Bengah\Go6vernment on the
reception of this letter.. The varons departments of the
administration were circularized, and instructions were -
tssued that the relevant pardgraphs should be printed in =~
. the Calcutta Gazette, andithey appeared in the issue of -
- 26 June 1806." - Thissdate marks the truc beginningof
the implementing, & India, of the Court’s wishes:
thereafter John Gompany had no cause to complain that .
~ his servants ip\the East were not. sufficiently attentve: -
to their mastér’s orders ori this head. 'The arrangements’ ="
covered By >these instructions, for the dispaich of 40 °
" copies.dE Rl orientalist publications, hadas its eventual.
and\natural consequences that the Librarian became
figse the distributing, and later the sales agent, not only
%0t such books printed in India.as were received in this - -
“\imnanner, ‘but also for all books printed in ‘this. country .
" .under the patronage ‘of the Court. .
't A Translation of the Seir Mitagharin, Calentra, 1789 [i.c. ‘the.
Siyar gl-muta’akpkhirin of Tabatabil (06.32.D.23-25)]. .~ - :
* Bengal Public Consuliations, Range 6; vol. 27, nos. 39-41: it was

. the Council of the College of Fort Wilkam that suggested the publica-
tion of the paragraphs, see their Sceretary’s letter of 7 June 1806,
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Fificen Persian manuseripts were laid before the Court. ;
on 2 May 8oy, the gifts of Jnoe Wombwell Esq. and John
Kneller listt, and the Librarian was instructed to pre- -
sent the acknowledgments of the Court to these two~
benefactors,' Later in the same year, the Library’s col: %2
lection of Chinese books was greatly enriched by the ; ;
donation, on the part of Mr. David Lance, of some hun- .
dred volumes.? L\

On 15 May 1805, Wilkins received the first augméit -~
tion of his responsibilities and stipend.” He was.directed - 7
to ke charge of the maps, charts, drawings, etcy incon- -
sideration n}f which he was awarded an..aﬁldwancc of ;.
Lo per annum s ar the same time, heNwvas appointed -
* Visitor for Oriental Literature at the Gallege at Hert- -
ford with 2 Salary of £100 pr ann to commence from the
time when his auendance shall ke "place.”  The latter
provision is of great interest, asorcshadowing th‘c open- ;.
ing of the Company’s Collegesfor its Civil Service pro- i
bationers, The College s actually opened to receive
students on 3 February 1806, upon the following terms:® "

To pay onc hundeedl puineas per annum, a moiety whereof
to be paid at the(@mmencement of each term, there being
two in the yca;}bc’siclm the expense of baoks and stationary:

Students 1d, provide themselves with a table-spoon, te-
spoon, knifeland fork, half a dozen towels, and some other
small greieles, to be meationed to them at the time of their
admissién into the College.
adidates for admission into the College are expected t0

bewell grounded in arithmetic, and qualified to be examined
in Cesar and Virgil, the Greek Testament, and Xenaphon.
“\/ Time for examination and admission to be the wesk pre-
' ceding each vacation, viz, Christmas and Midsummer. ch
Ten guineas to be paid on leaving the College by ea ;
student, for the use of the philosophical apparatus, an

' Court Book, vol. 113, p. Sa.
2 fbid., p- 6y8.

* Court Book, vol. Izq,ap 124 .
4 East India Register and Directory, 1 July 1806, p. xxix.
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both.
No student to be admitted under ﬁfteen years af age.

To the College of Hertford, and later at Hailey‘mury, the

* Company’s Librarian continued to act as Visitor or
Examiner, until 1857, when the insdtudon was closed.*

- Relations between the Company’s Library and the Col-
.\.»0..
scripts werc sent to Haileybury for the instruction of g™ ™
students, and these weve reccived back in 1360;, }Vhl]c -

' time to time sent thither by the Librarian, for le\cncoura :

e o,

Ratels]

lege were close and cordial: a great number of manuy

- library, which sum will be applxed for thc augmcntatlon of -

surplus copies of books in Indian languages wesc\ from

agement of deserving scholars,

On 16 July 1806, as the Day Boo!( u\ldcr that date ¢
records, the lel’dl’ldn o

\‘.

Rec? from The Marquis Wellesleybady Vols of t_hc Arab1c1 '

after the Capture of Serlngapatam‘

Recd at-the same time 12 M88%o be prescnted 1£ the Court o
_ '1pprovc to’ the ng ands, Umversmes of the Umtcd Klng- N
" dom.? )
. Gave the Man who, lsq:ought the abovc MSS nd who isa
confidential Servang~gf the Marquis that has Thad charge . of _
them ever smcc t})cy left Calcintea, Onc Guinea, - : .

In 1807, th:: Court dcparted from its orlgmal 1ntent10n,

of not rromg into ““ any considerable expense in forming

B See above, p 11

- and Persian MSS presented by the Army to the Compan}f .

ca COHF\Cabn of Eastern Books,”® and.voted to pay Mr. - -
-Rlc%d Johnson the sum of 35000 guineas for his collee- " .-
_ f oriental manuscripts and drawings. In 1809, the /- -
ecolection belonging ta Warren Hastings was hought for .+~
the relatively trifling sum of [759 7s. 6d. The Leyden. .

. 1-For a “history of the East India Co‘llege, see Mc'mormls of Old
-Hmleybmy Colleye (London, i8a4), pp. 17-20, O
. A beautiful copy of the Qur'an’ was presented ‘to° thc ngs_ S

-+ Library, se¢ Cowrz -Book, vol. 115 A, p. 1300. For Cambndge s share, .
- see B Gy Browne's Cam!ogac p 327, and Haﬂd!xst p 142 L



\factory Account of the conduct of { ] the Doorkeeper
3 to the Library, recommend that he be allowed a Gratuty of

manuscripts were rurchascd in 1824 for fs00. These
transactions were, however, quite cxceptional, and such - -
substantial sums of money were very rarel fortheoming . -
for the purpose of adding 10 the stock ofy manuscripts,
which gift L\l’ more than purchase has avgmented o its -
present remarkable dimensions, P
During the year 1807, the Library was enriched by
various benefactions, including a volume of poems comy, ¢
posed by the King of Persia,’ and two folio volumesof
the natural produces of Hindustan, painted under’the
direction of the Rajah of Tanjore and prescutedito the. -
Court by Mr. Benjamin Torin.” R4 :
It is now necessary to turn to considegvhat staff was
available for the administration of this\growing depart-
ment, which had already in this sdm¢ year swollen to
such an extent that the Compan}'s Surveyor was if-
structed to carry out certain alferitions and additions to
the Library at an estimatedigost of [600.° The estab-. -
lishment list of the Company’s servants, as published
bicnnially in the East Iadia Register and Directory, gives-
only the name of “.Charles Wilkins, Esq. librarian "—." .
after 1806, “ Charlés Wilkins, Esq. F.R.S.L.L.D. oriental -
librarian ¥—untit 813, when the entry “ Charles It}llus e
Mickle, clerk™wifider ditto” appears for the first time. '~
But a midute of the Library Committee dated April:
1807 shews that the services of a Doorkeeper were €X -
presslpappropriated to the Library: '

\\Q:‘hc Committee having received from Dr Wilkins a satis-

Fifteen Pounds for the past Year, and that the same be paid
to him by the Secretary.

Indeed, William Sharland must have been employed in
this capacity from the very beginning of the department, -

' Conrt Book, vol, 116, p. 107 ] 2 fbid., p. L.
3 [bid., p. s87. .
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~_forin the minutes of the Library Commitiee, dated’
11 April 1821, reference is made to the fact that he had
‘then ““ conducted himself with diligence and fidelity for
a period of nearly Twenty Years that he has been in the
Company’s Service.” o
_ The duties of -Charles Mickle as Clerk in the Library
. evidently commenced in 1803, for a letter. from Wilkins, -
" recommending him to the favour of the Court, runs :1‘ M
Sirs, : ] R ;~\ .
I beg leave to recomtmnend to your favorable notite\Mr - .
Charles J. Mickle who has been employed as an exifa"Clerk
in this Department for upwards of six years, upﬂ)&‘his bare -
Salary of 92/ per annum, without any othagveémolument
. whatever. I am happy to certify that he has uniformly con-
‘ducted himself much to my satisfaction!/and that T think
him highly worthy of the bounty of“Jis Honorable Em-
ployers, either in a Gratuity, or somc\dddition to his Salary.’

Tam, . .\
Sirs, 0N :
T .. ¥our most obedient -
N\ Humble servant _
) . F Crias, 'WILRINS.
Lisrary, 2 :

ik April 180g, o

\

- This recomm@ndation was successful in procuring for
- Mickle awiésin his salary of f30.7 It was by Mickle’s
- hand that.the earliest volumes of the Day Book were
' writt.en'::-. o . . . B
rland .remained the guardian-of the Library.and -
Muscum for thirty years, until his death, In 1821, -
“\* The Committee adverting to the additional labour which =~ -
/' has devolved on William' Sharland, Doorkeeper. to the Com-
pany’s Library, (as brought to their notice in a Petition from -
that Person) in.consequence of the recent alterations & im-
3. Miscellanears Letters Receiged, vol. 11g (180g); no, 5_03. -
_* Court Book, vol: 123, p. 263 S e
' I



provements which have been made in the Library & Museum,
and also to the encreased number of visitors who fesort
thither for the purpose of viewing the samel

his salary had been increased by [so per annum. In
1831, Mickle writes in the Day Book :

19 Oct. This morning about 8 o’clock died William Shar-
land, the faithful Messenger of this Library & Museum from,
its first establishment in 1800. L

George Evans succeeded Sharland, at a salary of \,{ g0,
which rose to £105: he died in 1842. g\ -

Charles Mickle did not long outstay Shafland in the
Company’s service. Early in 1832, he wds\pérmitted, on
grounds of ill health, to retire. Beingtheh in receipt of
a salary of [460 plus a gratuity for holidays of 10, he
was awarded a pension, at the agedf 47, after serving as
Clerk in the Library for nearly 29 vears, of f300 per = -
annum.® The Library is indebted to Mickle, apart from
faithful and conscientiousvservice during the formative
period of its history, far the gift of several printed
volumes. ~N :

On 5 March 1837, M. William Jackson, the Registrar
of Indian Records, was permitted to retire, as from the
25th of that m}rith: the Court resolved that the Register
Office be pytainder the superintendence of the Librarian,
Mr. Gegrge' Foot being specially charged with the care
and migggement of the Records.® At a Court held on
26\%&1’& of the same year, the office of Historiographer, .
hitherto occupied, largely én absentia, by Mr. John Bruce, -

JR.R.S., was summarily abolished,* and the Registrar— -
L that is, Wilkins—was ordered to take over the depart- -
) ment, his salary being increased from f500 to f700,8it
being resolved that, should the post of Historiographer -

' At a Library Commuttee, 11 April 1821, ’ n

? At a Committee of Library, 1 and 14 February 1832.

* Court Book, vol. 124 A, p. 1106.
t See W. Foster, John Company, p. 243
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evér. be revived, \Vllklns should hold ir.? © On 8 Apnl
the seaff of cerks formerly employed in.the Historio-
graphet’s office was put under the supervision of the
Librarian: Robert’ Lemon, first Clerk, being offered an -
increased stipend of f250, rising to ,{:400, in considera-

. tion of his relinquishing the appointment held by him in
the State Paper Office,® on the understanding  that he
be not considered as having any claim whatever to suc- -
ceed to Dr. Wilkins,” and Mr. Davies and Mr. Arm-(

strong, extra Clerks under the Hiswriographer, bemg- “

also placcd at the disposal of the Librarian.®

In the East India Register and Directory for 1822, the '

name of Peter Pratt appears for the first time, dsan addi- |
tional Clerk under the Librarian. In 1825‘, he was

awarded a special grant of [50, on the r¢ &commcndatlon P

of Dr. Wilkins, for his services in collegsing “ a volume .
of Materials for a History “of the \Sompanys former -

Trade to Japan ™: Armstrong recelyed a gratuity of f20 .

at the same time.* Armstrong was permitted to retire”

on 31 March 1831 on a pension’ of £go, his salary at that
time amounting to [i186\per annum: the reason for *

his application was il heéalth; -for he had become subject -
to epileptic fits. In 4827, Pratt was allowed to count his |
‘seniority as datinig Feom December 1818% ¢ his name dis-
appears from th\c\cstabhshment list in 1836.

‘Returning ©'the story of the Library’s material gmwth :
in ‘180g. 2, valuable present of oriental manuscripts was -
receivedyfeam the Gaekwar of Baroda,® intended for. the
. Compamy s College, to which the volumes were in con-.
: fice dispatched, to be returned when the College

s closed down. In May 1819 the great collection of.
AN _ }

-1

"t Cour Book, vol 124 A Pp- 1180 -1,

i3 Court Book,.vol. 124 A p- 123z

* This provision, however, fell through: sch Fostcr, op cit., . 244 o

At a Committec of lerary 30 March 1825 oo L T

"5 At a Committee of Library, 21 Jebruary 1827, -
" ® The gift was- acr:ompamed by a letter in Pcrsmn, now locatcd as
Pcrma.n M5, .4253- v L ST . -




Sanskrit manuscripts belonging to Mr. H. T. Colebrooke -
was added to the Library, without doubt the finest and -
most precions benefaction which the Library has ever

received from any individual. Later in the same year, .
32 oriental manuscripts, presented the previous year by

Licutenant J. H. Peile, were sent to Haileybury, in -
accordance with the donor’s wishes. In 1823, the.

volumes comprising the Mackenzie Collection werea
placed in the Library. In 1824, Leyden’s manuscripts™
were bought and deposited. In 1823, further Mackehzle
and Colebrooke volumes were received : in 1827, Taylor’s
Bequest, consisting of Sanskrit and Marathi m.z[fétjuscripts,
came in. The printed books collection W’:l:}‘ similarly
growing apace, supplemented by valuableMéarly Indian
lithographs and prints. The rapid s&pansion of the -
Museum, which cannot be treated indéeail in this sketch,
confined as it is in design to the\history of the Library
only, must nevertheless be touched’on lightly, in another
chapter, since it profoundly affécted the development of
this institution. N '
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. THE public naturc of the institution, which the Court’s
resolution of 1801 had called into being, appears to have
been recognized from its very inception, - It is a litde
obscure, how and by what authority ‘members ‘of the, {8
public obtained access to the Library: but with the-igs™
creasing congestion on its space—the plans of 1799

* allowed only one room for the whele collection—apnd the
consequent incréase in administrative work, whieh had

. of course been still further augmented by the new

~ responsibilitics which in the year 1817 werg'thrown upon
the Librarian’s shoulders, the incessanf)séries of inter- .
ruptions, which the unregulated adwmission of the public . -
necessarily entailed, became 2 serigbs*nuisance; and, for
-all Wilkins® enthusiasm for edufeating the uninstructed
in the culture, resources and agignitics of Indian civiliza-

- don, he was at last compglled to call a halt. A Com-
mittee of Library, held ‘on 16 July 1817, for the first-
time formulated reguldtions for the admission of visitors,
as is recorded in the minutes of that day: . - .

The Committee have had under consideration a letter from
" Doctor Wilkdits,"the Company’s Librarian, stating that the-
‘current Bufsiness of his department has of late been greatly
. impcdc}:t; by the immense crowds of persons of all classes, -
.who\By, various means obtain leave to visit the Library &
Mustuin, every day in the week except Sunday; and sub-
- pmtting that a set of regulations be established under which
. (the curiosity of the Public may be liberally gratified, and -
} “many other incenveniences beside the one abovementioned .-~
" obviated. S S : ' S
-And the Committee being of opinion that it is expedient -
to adopt the measures recommended by Doctor Wilkins, .
“submit to the Court that the following regulations be accord- -+
‘ingly established, viz:— T



" 1. That the Library be open for the inspection of Visitors

on Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from ten till - '.

three (except in extracrdinary cases).

2. That the general authority for admission be a Letter to
Doctor Wilkins or Ticket signed by a Director who
will insert the date, the name of the Person to whom
granted, & the number of those whe may wish to
accompany him, - C

3. That the Ticket be printed and of the following forr'nf\

*“To the Doorkeeper of the Honorable the East Indfa -~

“Company’s Library at the House in Leagdehhall
Street; . ' AN 3

“Amit [sic] the Bearer Mr. +—— an&gl’arty of
o Friends on Mondag', Thursdagy6r Saturday

“between the Hours of ten aqd;thrcc," dated
the— ¢*¢

4. That the Librarjan be also empdwered to issue Tickets,

: and admit Persons, distinguishdd by rank or science, as
. _formerly according to his-diScretion.

5. That when persons of extraordinary high rank appoint

" a day to honor the Bibrary with a visit the Librarian

may refuse admission to others on the day so ap-

pointed, during(he stay of stch ncble visitors, giving

. as much nptiee\o the Grantees of Tickets as the case

: will adroit’and minuting the cause of such proceeding.

~6. That a Boek be opened in the Library in which the

- Grantge;6f a Ticket shall be required to subscribe bis

nameynd place of abode, together with the number of
thé)Persons of his Party.2

TN

) ?&ng“i;atg.ickct shall. not b',: transferable by the criginal -
8. "That there be no relaxation of these rules, except in

- extraordinary cases to be judged of only by a Director
= or. the Librarian in his place. '

Y The 'frequcncy with which. ]argc'orldcrs for the printing of such
Gekets. were thereafter placed, as recorded in the Day Book, testifics
furzth;}r{to_ 'ch;:1 popularity of the institation. :

-7 1has 15 -the beginning of the keeping of ** Visitors® "
* practice _Which__stillgéonti:‘;gucs. " Ao o th_:_' _Ymtc_urs . Book™ @
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These regulations were amcnded in 1838, in responsc
to an application on the part of ]056p11 Hume hsq,
M P., as the fo]lowmg letttr shows :
) : ’ FAST INDIA Houss s
. ﬁze 15th May 1838'
Sig, - -
The Court” of Dlrectors of the Fast Tidia Compan
have had under consideration your letter addrcssed to the
Chairman dated the 12th vltimo:
In rn:ply I am commanded to inform you t_hat although the \
Museum in this House does not come under the dcnomlnz)
tion of a Public' Institution, the Court feel happy in \cofi- -

senting to-its being opened 10 the inspection of the Pablie so -

far as may be practicable with reference to the busindst trans-
acted under the same roof; and that from the ¥t une next,"
visitors will be admitted without Tickets ohwbaturdays in -
every week (excepting during the mom_h ‘o’ September in
cach year?} bctwcen the hours of Eleve 48 Three.
: I' have the §36pbt to be
. Sif Bca :
(S;gnc:d) Janes C. MELVILL "
: Secrctary B

"‘ >
*

This extension of privifég"és fo the géneral Pnblic' Wés_
followed a few moxths later by a decision to limit the - -

days of admissipn” by ticket to Mondays and Thmsdays

“only.® 'In the above provision may be.seen the origin

of the presggt.tustom of admirtting, on Saturday after-.
noons, by\prior arrangement, suitable partics of the
generalfpublic to view the contents of the Library. -

) 'Jig\earhest reference to any apphcauon for.the loan :"
Ofst

Library’s manuscripts is contained in a Mmute of -

.th«e Library Cornrmttee, dated 26 March 1811, at whu:h

[t was

Approved Court, g May 1838 ’ o
? During Seprerober the Labrary and Museum were cloacd for. clezm— S

- ing, stockeaking, and similar purpases: this’ very nccessary perind - of

intermission is now shorn to afortnight,
fAta Fm:mcc and ‘Home Commntee, 3I Gctober 1838




ORDER'D That the request of Sir John Kennaway Bart
for permission to borrow from the Co's Library a
Persian work entitled Maser Ul Am#a to enable him
to revise and correct a teanslation he formerly made of
some sclect parts of it promising to take the greatest
care of the same and o see it punctually returned be
complied with.

ORDER’D That Major C. Stewart be permitted to have N\
the use of any books from the Co’s Library. O\

Sir John Kennaway's work on the Ma'athir al-unbgpi
does not appear ever to have come to anything+\Major
Stewart’s History of Bengal, however, publish&d in 1813,
records in its Preface the use made by thc,ﬂj}t}lor of the
Company’s printed and manuscript Nresources, and |
Stewart was further so obliging as po\provide a list of
the authorities which he consulted ifi Writing his book. -

A still earlier record of thesléan of manuscripts is,
however, preserved in the Day\Book, in which the fol-
lowing entries occur, under.dye year 1810:

March 15th Sent to his Ifxccllency the Persian Ambas-
sador the following Persian Manuscripts—
- Alam Arayf Abasi 3 Vols in 2. Retd,
Negarjstin™ Retd.
Tarkhi-Wasaf. Retained May 181o.

- May 24th \Retd, by his Excellency the Persian Ambassador,
: I\:hrp: Persian MSS, The Tarikh-i-Wasaf is still
/Tetained, . :

o \\“\ NB. His Excellency has retained it by mistake, &

‘cairied it with him into Persia—Octr, T1th 1812.

-The lost manuscript' has never been recovered: fortu-
.. nately, this is the only occasion on which the liberal

policy ‘of loans, which’ the Company initiated and the

- state administration of the Library continued, has had
7} This biographical dictionar
- pire was wanslated by H. Beveridge, and published in the Bibliotheca

v of the great Amirs of the Moghul Em- - -
.Iﬂd}'m of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
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such untoward consequences, apart from certain. losscs o

- which rcsulted from misadventure.! L
The growth of the institution, and thc J_mportanc:t '
- which it bad already assumed in the popular esteem, is

further illustrated by the Minutes of a meeting of the
Library Committee held on 11 March 1818, when, on
reading a letter from the Librarian S

subrmttmg, that with the view of giving greater accommoda- p
tion for the depositing ‘the variety. of works which have
greatly accurulated, as also of displaying certain details \oI
Natural History whlch bave not been arranged for want ‘of
sufficient space, some alterations by which these objgcts ¢an
be attained, and which will contribute to make the'Library
~and Muscurn more worthy the attention of the ) nurnerous

. visitors, amongst whom are to be mentioned Persons of rank
and Science of all Nations, P> g

the .Committee resolved to refer the" hlatter to thc con-

- sideration of the joint committeesof Library and House:

The contents of the MuseLun yhust indeed have béen
threatening to burst their comfines. Cases full of speci-
mens of patural ob]ccts——botamcal mineral, .animal;
entomological—arriveds at” regular- intervals from the. .
Company’s stations in™\idia, Malaya, and even China:

quite apart from¢the bewildering assortment of objects -

‘received fromy individual donors. Some of these latter -

~ exhibits must\Bave been highly eiltertaining, as well as
instructivgs Particularly gruesome is the image conjured .

up by th&followmg entry in the Day Boof( for 8. Septcm-
ber\{837 :

Rcctlved from the Sccrctary—Prcsentcd to thc Museum by
H H Spry, Esqr M.DD.— :

- “The skull of Makun a Thug Chief: accompamed by
‘a Memorandum describing the executxon of this Chlef

- with 25 of his Accomplices. C :
T A parcek of four volumes of Sanskdt mannscripts, vaIued at £6 :

was lost when the 8.5, Bammr, which was taking them ‘o Germzm)l'
for use in Bcrlm foundered in December rgo3. ’
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- "=In another place we read of a “ monstrous birth,” sent
. in'a case from Canton: alas| when the case was opened,
the precious specimen was found o be reduced to dust. -
Snakes in spirits, Moghul armour, massive sculptures, - -
figurines of Hindu deities—the contents of the collection
rapidly became as vast as they were heterogeneous. Tt
was early found necessary to make other provisions for' <\
the custody of certain sections for which space could new, - .
be found at India House: to the Museum of b/ -
Linnean Society was transferred the Company’s Her-
- barium, and in 1833, as the Day Book records,™a cata-
logue of this collection was received into the¢ Library.!
The eventual disruption of the Muscum ywill be de-
scribed in another context: here may b&mentioned the =
somewhat anomalous preservation in the-Library of many
works on Natural History, which-e¥e acquired during
the years when the Museum whasgsstill in being; among
these are fine series of folio yolmes of paintings repre-
sentative -of Indian botapital and zoelogical varicties.
. Insofar, however, as these-works relate to the natural his-
tory of India and the*Bast, they still remain very much
within . the scope (6f> the Library, and are frequently
consulted. RN :
© .+ One faryeaching consequence of this growth of the
... Museum was, the appointment, during 1820, of a Curator,
- to take §pcial charge, under the Librarian’s general
~ superyision, of this side of the department. The man
_ - chesed for this new appointment was Dr. T. Horsfield,
SR _.a}_acicntist of established reputation. Born at Bethlehem,
- o\ Vennsylvania, on 12 May 1773, of Moravian parents,
% Horsfield graduated as a doctor at the Pennsylvania Hos-
* - pital'in 1798: the following year he went to Java, and . -
.. took service under the Dutch government, there and at -
. Sumatra, - The. English-in 1811 temporarily took pos-
S .:'sctssi\on of the Dutch colonies in Malaya, and Horsfield * -

7% Presumably -N. Wallich’s Tithographed Catalogue, now located as™ -
g MSS. Bur. G, 32: sec Kaye’s Catalogue of Manuscripts, no. 393.
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transferred his allegiance to the British flag. After some -1~
years of extremely important and meritorious work,
‘undertaken at the instance of Sir Stamford Rafles, he
- retired from the East Indies in 3819. In 1820, his ap-
pointment to the Museum in Leadenhall” Street con-
tinued his' connecton with the Company, and in’ this
. post he remained undl his death in 1859. He was the -
author of numerous léarned publications on botany and ,
zoology, including catalogues of the mammals, birds and\/)
lepidoptera contained in the Company’s Museum. ()"
To return to the story of the Library: the publicaton
at Lucknow in 1822 of the celebrated Persian dipglonary,
the Hafe qulzum (**Seven Seas ™), compiled, by, and
-printed at the expense of Haidar Khaa, aftégwards styled -
shah i Zaman, King of Oudh, provided' the Library -
with a stock of valuable volumes suitablg for distribution
among the various learned societi€s)and. institutions of
 Europe: One of the recipients of the Company’s favour |
. was- the Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitit,
+recently founded (in 1818) ag\Bonn: a'letter of apprecia-
“tion and thanks, signed by A. G. de Schlegel, the Rectar ¢
of the University,. was_received by the Court in 1825,

~ from which the folldwing passages deserve to be quoted :
© MrsstBuRs _ \\ o - o

. Nous g¥ens regn par lintermédiaire du Ministére.
Royal de Lifigruction publique dans la monarchie Prussienne
“un exem%girc du Dictionnaire Persan composé par S.M. le
Roi dOnie et imprimé 3 ses frais dans sa résidence de Luck- - -
now\Ce travail, auquel un monarque Indien a voué ses .- .
 loisis, est une preuve brillante de "émulation pour fa colrure .
__'.,jd’fzs lettres que Vexemple du Gouvernement Britanrique et
) des savans Anglois dans I'Inde.a excité parmi les in-
3 digines. .. ' . R
+»Un ouvrage Sanscrit, le premier’ sur le continent de
{'Europe, a déja été imprimé a Bonn; d’autres sont annoneds
_.et'"parai'tront-procha_intmcnt. Nous nous flattens done que

RO Hiséel_laneo;%.s Letters Re&eiwd, vol. 157 (1825, 2).
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les travaux de quelques uns de nos professeurs en ce genre; - .
pourront mériter I'attention de cette illustre Compagnie dont -+
Vous dirigez les affaires, et pour laquelle son vaste empire ~
dans I'Inde fait de l'avancement des études asiatiques un °*
objet d’une si haute importance.

In so high esteem was the liberal cultural policy of the
Company held abroad : and by such courtesics was estabs,
lished the arrangement for the interchange of publicd-))-
tions whereby the Library derives great and cordstant -
benefit, ' AN

Wilkins was now fast becoming an old m@n® From -
an unpleasant incident which occurred in283s, it would
appear that his advanced years had, notMniaturally, im-
_patred somewhat the efficiency and ﬁ;:{n’grasp of affairs ~ -~
.which had characterized him as_d ¥ounger man. In
April of that year, Peter Gordony\@ traveller and writer
of moderate consequence, having secured a ticker of
admission to the Library frofd"P, Auber, the Secretary of .-
the Court, duly presente@“himself at the door of the
apartment. His experiénees and reactions are adequately
elaborated in a lettet\which he subsequently wrote!

N\

\ '\ To the Chairman

\ of the East India Company
Islington =24th April 1835,

Sir,

I@:\g leave to state that yesterday I availed myself of

Mr, Atber’s ticket of admission to the Museum at the India

touse, and was shewn through a small room and a closet

J&rowded with Trophies won by British arms in India, and =

“through the oriental Library, which I was told contains about
U sz thousand volumes of Oriental Manuscripts, besides an -
ungertain number of printed Books and European Manu-

. scripts, relative to India. Some tattered loose leaves, in

‘manuscript, were shewn as the Catalogue of the Museum; I

. inquired for the Catalogue of the Library, and was informed

* . thatit is not printed; but even a torn manuscript Catalogue,

-} Copy in Minutes, Binance and Home 1832 to 1835.
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" of this most intcresting portion of the Collection, was not -~
" produced. Two Orientalists were at their Studies amidst the

. interruptions of the Visitors. Such is (he use made of Six. -
thousand volumes of oriental marmuscripts and of the rest.of
the Library, maintained at a cost exceéding f10,000 per
annum. : o _

I asked to see the medals prints and Charts, and was in-
formed that my Ticket did not admit me to them for they

. are not shewn on the public days; and only on’ express appli- (%),
cation to the Chairman’as the prints have been injured by\™
the public and the coins are not arranged. o AN

On enquiring for the Mackenzie Collection I was ghewn -

- one manuscript, in a glass Case, as the only portiémyexhi-
bited, and was referred to Doctor Horsfield, forfarther in-

" formation. I stated to the Doctor, that T wishad\te' ascertain
the actual situation of the Mackenzic Collection; with refer-
ence to its having been rendered accessiblg tp\-t e public, and
that I had handed to Mr Hawes th-c.stat-;m?ents publicly made
by Caprain Gowan, which I believerhdve nor becn contra- |

- dicted, The Doctor replied, that the'Collection 'is partly in
Calcutta, and partly in the India®Nouse; that the portion in

_ the India House is unpacked,bat that no person except him-:

* self is acquainted with it, andthat Captain Harkness 15 oceu-
pied on.it, almost every day. Hc'saig it is out of his power
10 grant me access to jfor to the Library; that I'could cbtain
access only by appli€ation to the Chairman. I replied that
some months sipce\I"applied for access to the. Library, and
was refused : _thdk my present object is, the opening of the
India Housg g the Puhlic, as'a sccond National Museum,
as the’ HOI\Jsé, in common with the Warehouscs, “is in the =
markete &) N _ ' o
"1 request to be allowed to inspect the Medals, prints,
chadxis; sea<journals, record offices, proprictor’s reading room, -

and the Mackenzie Collection, in order to ascertain the situa-

S\ Hon of these Colleetions. I also request as constant and free
} access to the translated documents of Colonsl Mackenzie
which relate to Countries south of the Coleroon, as I enjoy

to the entire Library at the British Museum. It would be un-
candid not to say, that, in making these requests, 1 feel that

I am not asking favors, for the administrarion ought surely

- 1o be conducted as by the Trustecs of the British Museum.
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In the Library, I took down a Book and found the dust
of the white ants had not been brushed from its leaves:
this confirms the current report that Manuscripts are perish- .
ing for want of care.

Peter Gordon visited the Library again on the first of
June, and was then so magnanimous as to present & copy
of his Fragment of the Journal of a Tour through Persigy ™
in 1820 (London, 1833). But timeo Danaos et doka)
Jerentes : he was boding no good to the hospitable ipstitu-
tion which had fully and freely accorded him privileges
never withheld from any responsible and properly ac-
credited member of the public. On 30 Junmd he wrotc
another letter to the Courr, enclosing a cdgy'of a printed
pamphlet entitled The Oriental Repositary at the India

~ House! In this efusion he returned with gusto and not
a little venom to the charges of inefficiency and careless-
ness adumbrated in his letter of'2d April.” In particular
he complains of the inadequdcy of the Library’s collec-

tion of Chinese Books,? adding on this subject:®

N 3

* There never was a_moment when it was so necessary for
this nation to know,what Chinese literature it possesses; and
“when it wis of sg™uch consequence to place it to the best
advantage, Thewvile monopoly of intercourse is abolished,
Britain now permits her merchants and her missionaries to
visit Chinaldnd, at the same time, the State ceascs to educate
youth, a{eghe public expense, for carrying on the intercourse
of lictdsed persons in licensed ships, Al the Cbinese
Reeosds of the late United Company, naturally fall into the
banids of his Majesty’s Foreign Secretary, and all the Libraries .
sibeing Commercial "Assets are, by the Act, ordered for sale
) without delay; however, we trust that both the Records and
}  the Libraries will, like the splendid gift of George the Third,

* A copy is preserved in the British Maseum (824. . 50, P. 26038).
¥ China has always presented a difficulty to the administration of the
. Library: considerations of economy and restricdon of scope have limited
: this Psxde of the collection to its present fragmentary state. ’
i g L .
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be opencd to the public, and be plﬁccd under the ‘care of L
liberal, intelligent, and active keepers. Such a measure will
prove to be radically conservative. - -

‘The Court was angered by this gratuitous, and; as it
seemed, unsolicited attack, and instructed the Secretary
" to inform Gordon that his ticket of admission had been
cancclled. Gordon then unloosed the full flood of his
wrath, After quoting the leiter of cancellation, he addg™ s
some further pages to his pamphlet, castigating ‘the
administration of the Company in terms which™edve
little” doubt that his attack was largely insphed” by
political motives: the Company was at that‘time, after
“the Act of 1833, already under sentencedofdeath, and
the hounds were in full cry. A few of \Gordon’s quips -

are worth -quoting bere. R

X 3
"

If the Directors had consulted the dial of their own House,
they would have scen, that, thisss hot the hour of the Censor
but the hour of the Reformetidthat, this is not the day on ™
which they can expel atseader with ignominy, from a
national library, becausehe teports what he sees and knows
of 1t; but, that, it is, f%e day, in which, having seld to the -
nation a library, mbiich always was public property, they
must open it to the“public. . . . ' S
. Cost whatc¥ey, it may, we shall continue to tell all that we
know, and §6;%ay all that we. think, about the national col-
leetion atfthe Tndia House. It is, without doubt and beyond -
al} -cpm{_}irison, the most vyaluable collection of Oriental
. md soripts in existence, whether in Europe or in Asia; how- -
avery it is all but absolutely closed against the public, and
Jespecially against Britons. .. Indeed, there is no prepara-

Otion made, or accommodation provided for students; the.

) library consists of three rooms; one is occupied by Sir Charles
Wilkins, another by Dr. Horsfield, and the principal room 5. -
exhibited to the visitors of the museum. . .. It is " very
pleasing sight to see the venerable Orientalist visit'the =
Repository which has been. formed under his care; but surely - -~ .
it 15 the duty of the Directors to provide efficient assistants
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for him; this they have not done; on the late reduction of the
establishment, he gave up two clerks, not because he did not
want clerks, but because he did not want those he had: a
naturalist .may be in his element in a2 museum, shewing
butterflics to the Directors and to the other dowagers of the
corporations of London; but a linguist, an antiquary should
be appointed to assist the superannuated librarian in taking
cate of the manuscripts and books, and in preparing the
antiquittes and medals for the inspection of the public. . .
Of course, as soon as the library is opened to the public, g™
Directars’ {families will cease to take their chocolate in gt/

Warren Hastngs hung Nundcomar by means of @ grand
jury, of which the Company’s own Mr, Grant wa§’the fore-
man; and the same worthy sold the books whichhe collected
in India to his own honorable masters by means of a Court
of Directors, of which the Company’s own ‘Wr. Grant was -
chairman; by these steps up the ladder/of corruption, Mr. -
Grant’s heir 'was mounted at the head“of the Board of Con- .-
trol, and compromised with the Cempany, taking their un- - -
examined, uncatalogued, commergdial assets, and giving them
a guarantee dividend of f630;900 per annum. Thus the
father bought the books forithe Company, and the son -
bought them for the Crown. .. The Oriental Repository .

- was founded less thanforty years ago; however, its founders
have sold it for a mess of pottage. . .
N\

\s

Wilkins died\the following year, on 13 May 1826,
after an qt@ck of influenza brought on by a cold. Since
his appolntment to the charge of the Library, thirty-five
yearsheiore, honours as well as responsibilities had fallen -
~ fastpon him. Already in 1788 he had been elected a
. Fellow of the Royal Society: foreign academies like- -
-/ wise conferred distinctions upon him, and he was made - -
\™ an Associate of the Institut de France, QOxford made
/- him an honorary Doctor of Civil Law on 26 June 1805
~ in 1825, the Royal Society of Literature presentcd him
with the royal medal, bearing the inscription Carolo
. Wilkins Literature Sanscrite Principi. The foundadon -
of the Royal Asiatic Socicty, in 1823, owed much to =
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Wilkms ‘enthusiastic support, and the Company sub-

scribed roo guineas annually to its funds. In 1833, at

. the suggestion-of the Rt..Hon. C. W. Williams-Wynn,

- President of the Scciety, and the Farl of Munster,

- Wilkins was knighted, and received the insignia of the
" -Guelphic Order.

His pubhcatmns included a cclebrated Sanskrit

* grammar,? a new edition of Richardson’s Persian, Arabic

‘and English Dictionary,® and a monograph on the

Radicals of the Sanskrita Language.* 'The record of hig
borrowings from.the Library preserved in the Day Baok

. shows that he retained foll intellectual vigoup and
“scholarly interests to the last. The very detailed and
" admirable notice of him printed in the Asisovfournal

for 1836, to which reference has already been\madc, and .

“which was written by his friend and admizr, Sir Graves
- Chamney Haughton, sums up | his chanac;t r and achrcve—
-meats in the following terms:®

X
N -

Sound carmn’on sense was thedcharacteristic of Sir C.-
Wilking understanding; andthe never gave way to those’

flights of fancy, which tcnd to mislead men from the sober

A,

results of the judgment<a\quality which he possessed in an .

‘eminent degree. Hewas playful and agreeable in those
moments when he ufibent from business; and his sallies were
at once lively and Happily cxpressed. His fricnds were always

sure of a kind rééeption; and his hospitality was suited to his

. position in ],\)ieJ »and the numerous claims of friendship. To
" the many apphcations, often of the most inconsiderate pature,
K to whu’.\l{lm official station rendcrcd him pecuharly hablc,

. I—L T. Calcbmoke was the actnal founder, see Cenremzfy Vofumc" .

" @ondon, 1923) p- vii. The insttution was recommended. in Wilking’

4 “‘“Sketch quoted above, p. 8.
o/ * London, 1808 the official test- bnok of the Company 3 Co}legc
-’ Printed for the Company in 1806,

- ¢ Published in x815: -2 fragment of a Sanskrit vocabula_ry by leLms

~ "'is preserved in MSS. Eur, D, 130 i
- 2 Above, p T4 .

° P, 170 C
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he shewed every attention that was consistent with the. con-
scientious discharge of his duties. ST :
It has seldom g:llcn to the lot of any individual to have
enjoyed so many advantages, Uniform health, with the ex-
‘ception of the temporary derangement of -the system which
brought him frem India, high reputation, easy circumstances,
an affectionate family, and a large circle of attached friends,
may be said to have made his life a round of rational and
social enjoyment, , . A
Eminently has this venerable scholar fulfilled the injunetion)
of the Arabian poet, who has said, so happily and feeliigly—

Y

“Be a tale worthy of remembrance; ¢
For truly the life of man is but a tale.&

An engraved portrait of Wilkins was thade in 1830,
which we are assured is exceptionally,s¥ivid and life-like:
there is also preserved in the Library & monochrome

sketch, which appears to be losely related with this

© . portrait.t : RO '
© Wilkins was twice marmed. His first wife presum-
ably snccumbed to the gilady from which we find her
suffering already in ¥796: his second wife pre-deceased
him by a few mondis only. By his first wife he had two
daughters, and _a third by his second wife: one of these
was marricdb";vo\ Wilkins’ lifelong friend, the noted
numismatiss, William Marsden, who also died in 1836.-
WilkinsZfamily presented to the Library his collection
of ori¢ryal manuscripts, a.useful addition to its Arabic,
Persian and Sanskrit resources: these were received on

- 2bJuly 1837, : -

o\ 'The death of the Company’s Librarian necessitated a

~0%" new appointment, and a Committee of Finance and

N\ Home being charged to report upon the matter, on -
\ .+ 6 ]July 1836 recommended? .

- that Professor Wilson be appointed the Copany’s Librarian
and Examiner in the Oriental Department, with a Salary of

o - P MSS, Eur. C. 30, fol. 47. ? Court Book, vob. 147, P 333-
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- £500 pr Annum and that the Company’s Museum be placed' ) |

under the charge of Dr Horsficld, with an allewance of, £500

“per Annum, instcad of that of One Guinea pr diem which o

he now. receives,

This- recommcndmon met with unexpcctcd oppomtwn
A member of the- C,ourt proposed, as an amendmcnt
that . o

the Court decmn it to be Inghly desn:ab[e that the sitwation of.~

general knowledge of the Oriental Languages and who being
free from any other engagements can devote his wholé tme
and attention to the various duties connected with the gppoint-

N

N
\

Ny

Librarian should be filled by an individual who possessesra™

-ment and that every practicable saving should be cf‘ftcted con-

sistent with a due regard to efficiency.

That accordingly Sir Graves Chamney . tlghtOn whose
high character as an Oriental Scholar is phiversally acknov-
ledged and who from the situation hadlh % alrcady flled ap-

pears to be peculiarly qualificd for th€ discharge of the duties - .

pcrformed by Sir Charles Wilkin$, be appointed. the Com-
pany’s Librarian and Public EX'immer in the Oriental De =
partment of the Individuals fominated for the Civil Serviee

of the Company and of thesGadets at the Military Seminary, - .

- and that adverting to th€&amouint of the rctired pension now

" drawn by Sir Gra\,cs Haughton he bv: allowed a Salary of

 f300 pr Annuin. \

A ballot wag(held in Court on 13 July 1836 and t_hel_' v

original- - fecommendations of .the Committee were

- adopted AN

‘Thete'can be little doubt, that the Court’s dccxslon was

a wise one. The demur about “abscntee landlordism

pseved to be quite groundless, for the arrangement . .. .

(“worked admirably for 24 years, until the death of Wilson:

) “Morcover, Haughton did not. cn]oy the most vigorous of
hea[th——lt was on grounds of “the lamcnhblc state of his. . -

- Conrt Book vol 147, Pp- 3735 An addxtmnal prowso was made
“ that during the occasional ahsences' of Professor Wilson, Dr. Hors E

field bc requxred to takc charge of the lerary as well as Museun.”
: S 57 - - :



health >* that he was allowed to retice from his Professor-
ship at Haileybury in 182y—and in his later years he
lived abroad, dying of cholera at St. Cloud in 1849."

Horace Hayman Wilson was born in London on 26
September 1786, He studied medicine at St. Thomas’s
Hospital, and in 1808 was nominated an assistant-surgeon
on the Bengal establishment of the East India Compasdyy,
On the six months’ voyage out, he learnt Urdu; his'gro-
ficiency in metallurgy K:d to his appointment, on ‘arfival,
as assistant to John Leyden at the Calcutta mifxt, and he
became assay-master in 1816. Meanwhile he teok up the
study of Sanskrit, inspired, as he himself declared, by the
example of Sir William Jones,* and alréady in 1813, after
only five years’ residence in India, Mehpublished his first
Sanskrit work, an annotated™\text of Kilidasa’s
Meghadiita. In 1819 appeared the first edition of his
Sanskrit-English Dictionarysa’ production which, with .
the improvements incorperated into its second edition

-of 1831, remained thewStandard work on Sapskrit ety-
mology, until it was superseded by the great German
lexicon of 1875,{In 1832, after years of cxtremely
valuable servicesto the cause of Sanskrit learning in
India, durigg which he acted as secretary of the Asiatic
Saciety of Beéngal, Wilson was appointed to the Chair of
Sanskeje a&’Oxford, which Joseph Boden had founded in
1827/))We sce, in his career in India, a remarkable
iﬂ:’ﬁﬂﬁrity to that of John Leyden: Leyden likewise went

_{out as a surgeon, he likewise had control of the Calcutta

amint, he likewise turned to good account his literary and
" linguistic talents by embarking on the study of Indian
3 - languages; but he, alas! as we shall later see, had the

¥ It scems utilikely that Haughton can really have countenanced: the
démarche in his favour: he withdrew his candidature for thc Boden
Chair at Oxford so that Wilson might have an unimpeded covrse o
election: see D.N.B., vol, xxv, p- 167. . .
* D.N.B., vol. Ixii, p. g8. -
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~ privilege with the Librarian of issuing tickets ofygdniis-.
‘sion to suitable applicants,® left the Libsary un-

misfortune to dic young, 2 victim to the climate and his
own zcal for research. C
Such were the achicvements which already stood to the

credit of Professor Wilson, when the Court appointed -

him snccessor to the great Sir Charles Wilkins : and no

unworthy successor he proved. During his librarianship, -
- the position which the Library had alrcady won in the.

-world of learning was fully consolidated, and still further

N

advanced. 'The arrangements which had been made ate

the time of his, appointment, whereby Horsfield wa$
given absolute’ control of ‘the Muscum, and egual

encumbered by the rapidly increasing aceutnalation - of

Museum exhibits. ~The physical separation’ of the two -
departments must have taken place ahodf this time, and
thereafter the Museum, as it encrea¢hies more and more ~

on the floor-spacc of the East India>House, sending out

s tentacles in all directions,}gedses to have any-real -
connection with the Libraryfsave that of contiguity and-
common origin, -~ Other administrative changes occurred

simultaneously : the ryaps and charts ceased to form part

of the Librarian’s chiarke, and were put into the capable '

hands of Mr. §¥alker, who had already done ‘mmch
useful work wpon them.” The retirement in 1835 of
Peter Prattyswho was the clerk specially charged: with
the arran@ement- of the Records of the Company, re-

sulted jathis work being discontinued, and presumably
 the\Librarian’s functon as Registrar also ceased then,

thtgh the actual documents themselves appear to have

| ofemained in the Librarian’s custody until 1858.%

=R
\ ™

2 ‘A¢ 3 Finance and Home Committee, 18 ]'5nua.ty 1837. .
. 3 At a Finance and Home Committee, 16 November 1836, on

a reference from Dr. Horsfield, who was doubtless then acting for the
" Librarizn ; following a decision taken by the Court on 15 June 1836, -
* See W. Foster, A Guide to the India Office Records (Londen, 1639},
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- were the pro
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At almost the same time as the events which we have /5

- described towards the end of the last chapter were taking

place, a decision regarding British educational policy’isy
India had been taken which had the most farrefiching

consequences; and as the Library of the East India-Com- .-

pany was itself inevitably affected, howeversslightly, by - -
this decision, it is material to the preseaf\farrative to
" make a-passing reference to it here. NNV : -
In 1834, a fierce controversy arose between the various . . .

members composing the Committ ‘x}f Public Instruction -
in Calcutta, relating to the mos{ advantageous policy to* -

be followed in promoting edtcational activity in India.
The quarrel arose over thetsuns of money appropriated
to the advancement -oftArabic and Sanskrit Jearning,
the immediate issugtbeing a request by Government
for the formulation of a curriculum for a proposed -
College at' Agraf ‘Colleges had already been opened at:
Benares,’ C:in‘bta, Delhi and Allahabad, and not only .
ssors paid by Government, but students— .
“ lazy anfl Stupid school boys of 30 and 35 years of age RS
—weresubsidized to take the courses, based on Arabic
and»8anskrit . learning, which were taught there. ‘Half

gf\thc Committee now revolted against the spending

f public moneys for the encouragement of what, in

3 "their opinion, were worthless and antiquated subjects: :

these partisans of an English basis for education in

India were dubbed. *“ Anglicists,” while their opponents,
* the supporters of the ancient. learning of the country,

were called “Orientalists.”” Into this bitter controversy

. -ent_c_r_f_:d Macaulay, the great historian, who had been .

X HL Woodrow, Macanlay’s Minntes on Education in India {Calcutta,
. 1864),p. 4. - . T ) o




- appointed on his arrival in India- as President of the
Committee. - The case was argued back and forth before
-him, and on 2 February 1834 he wrote a minute which
- was destincd to attain very great celcbrity, and which
“ convinced Lord Willlam Bentinck, then Governor-- -+~
General, that the cause of the Anglicists was the right - -
one. ‘Thereafter the English language, and English  N\n
literature, ‘became the keystone of British educational , ()"
policy in India; and Arabic and Sanskrit studies suﬁ;:ra\}\_:
in consequence. - -. AT
. Looking back on a battle which raged a centugyage,
it is possible now to appraise the motives andme.%;es's the
~ wisdom of the two contesting parties, in thedlight of
. subsequent history, Such an enquiry wounld® be super-
flucus here: but it is certainly pertint;mj&to remark on . -
the extraordinary harshness—to ‘us ag-$urénger term—of
Macaulay’s statcments, and to lamege’that the counsels
. of men such as Wilkins, Jones and“Colebrooke had not
been available at the time, g modcrate the judgment
. which that great man, withtall'the weight of his reputa-
‘. . tion, in his admitted ignorance’ passed on the literatures
- . of Islam and the Hindy$: “ I am quite ready,” he says,
“to take the oriem\éi\lcafnjng.'at the valaation of the
Orientalists theniéelves. 1 have never found one among .
them  who codld ‘deny that ‘a single shelf of a good _
European Jilifaty was worth the whole native literature - - |
of India, dpdl” Arabia,”? - TR
S Thq..@]':o\ing of the College at Fort William quickly
- follgwed this decision : if Arabic and Sanskrit were not
studies worthy of the serious.attention of Government,. ™
. heére could be no possible justification for requiring
Z™\MCivil Service Probationers to become qualified in them.
\ 7- The oriental manuscripts of the Co?lege' were conse-
- quently dispersed, and a propertion of them was sent’
* Macaulay writes, “*1 have mo knowledge of either Senskrit or
Arabic’* (op. dr., p. 107 o o L e
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~ of scholarship.

to England, and now forms part of the India Office
Library's collections. The printing of oriental texis at
Government expense also ccased : henceforward, private
eaterprise must be the hazardous successor of official
patronage, and the cheap lithograph replaces the careful
print. '

In view of these events, it is perhaps a little surll::rising
that the Company’s Library survived : fortunately,, the
spirit of liberal culture still breathed in Leadenhalt
Street, and the Library’s international repute, moreover, - -
was already so high, and its treasures so widely cele-
brated, that any proposal for its abolition fof/dispersion
would have been met by a great outcryfrom the world -

Under Wilson’s guidance, the Li‘b}a’ry gained a new
utility. Its books were cataloguedyand these catalogues
-printed;® its coins were arranped, the Librarian’s skill
and industry in accomplishing this task meeting with the
special commendation of tb# Court of Directors.” Thus
were removed some ofithe reproaches which had been
levelled by Peter Gordon, - ¥ .

The subse(juep{ history of the Library is partly told - -
by the accounpgiven in the next section, of the various

collections, with” which its resources have from time to
time been{enriched, Wilson lived long enough to sce
the trafsfer of the Library from the Company to the
Crown.” The suppression of the Indian Mutiny was im-

- mediately followed, in 1858, by the creation of a new

.é\sate department, the India Office, and to the Secretary .

\ of State for India in Council were entrusted all the
.~\'~

powers and all the material possessions formerly enjoyed
by the authorities at Leadenhall Street. The East India
House was itself put into the market, sold, and de-

- .molished. The Library was temporarily removed to

1 4 Catalogue of the Library of the Hon. East India Company, .
London, 1845: 4 Supplement 0 the Catalogue . . ., London, 1851,
_.® At a Counrt of Directors held on 26 December rfzy.
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~ premises in Cannon Row: while the Museum, which
- had been even further enormously enlarged by. the
acquisition of objects displayed at the Paris Exhibition -

of 1855, was given accommodation in Fife House, White- -

all o
Wilson died on 8 May 1860, at the age of 74. He
tad been Director of the Royal Asiatic Society since
1837, and was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in A
1834 : many foreign academies and institutions had alsa %
favoured him with their recognition. Several portraits
of Wilson are in existence, including one, by James
Atkinson, in the National Portrait Gallery; achst by
Chantrey is in the Bodleian Library at Oxford; and there
is another bust on the fagade of the IndialOffice. - His
" publications are extremely numerous, andvhis Collected
Works, in twelve volumes, were publis‘hed at London~
- (1826-71) under the editorship of pge’of his stceessors, -
Reinhold Rost. Wilson madc a ffoc*Collection of Sanskrit
manuscripts, and bequeathed itto the Bodleian Library. .
On 5 April 1838 Williag Miller, a Writer in the Ware-
‘houses, was transferred o the Library, and was there -
allowed the same salafyof 22/6 per weck which he had
~ previously received$\ ‘augmentations: of 10/- per -week
were sanctioned Sueccessively in 1840 and 1846, In 1858,
Miller was plated on the Establishment -of the Library - =
with a salary’ef [150 per annum, * at the recommenda-
tion of Prof. Wilson and the late Dr. Royle.”* After =
Professof Wilson’s dcath, and before. the appointment of.
his:@tcessc}r, Miiler acted as Librarian, doing much
walhable work during this critical transition period; his "
“;:‘\'.Services_‘wcrc duly rewarded by his being designated -
¢\ Assistant Librarian on- 17 Jariuary 1867, he being the -
V' Girst incumbent of this post. Miller retired in- the
summes -of 1872, after 34 years of highly meritorious
service. He had the satisfaction of seeing his son, Arthur -

- Y At a Court nf-Direcr.ors held ‘on 12 January 1858. Dr, Royle,
Curator of the Muscuin, had died ten days earlier. ) o

63



Miller, engaged, at first on a temporary basis, in con
nection with the work of transferring the contents of the . . .
Library from Cannon Row. The son had a no less re-
markable connection with the Library than the father.
First employed in 1867, he was in 1886 made a Second .
Class Clerk, and in 1891 promoted to the Higher Grade,
retiring with that rank in 1919. Father and son between '\ |
them served the Library, and served it well, for no 1€y
than 86 years. Acthur Miller was awarded the Inpetial
Service Order, and an excellent photograph of hirm Eangs
in the Librarian’s room,! o\

In 1861, Dr. James Robert Ballantync was appointed
Librarian. Ballantyne had gone out todndsa in 1845, 0n =
Wilson’s own recommendation, tq'\reorganize the ©
Government Sanskrit College at Benares. While on
service there, he undertook an.aftbitious programme of -~
translations and monographs{(the avowed purpose of
which was to interpret Hindu ‘thought to the West, and
conversely to familiarizesthe Brahmins with European
philosophical ideas. Astutnber of publications on various.
Indian languages, incliding Urdu, Hindi and Marathi,
had already been produced by Ballantyne in England -
before his Indian career began: in all, no fewer than -
sixteen ite.rps\’sire listed in the bibliography contained
in his nofice in the Dictionary of Nartional Biography
(vol. ili,pp. 81-2). ‘ -

Afser’guiding the destinies of the Benares College for -

_. '%x;t‘cén years, Ballantyne in 1861 resigned his posts as
- {Principal and Professor of Moral Philosophy, and re-
3 'turned to England. He was immediately designated to
()" succeed Wilson, and his carlier carcer gave every reason
. to suppose that his librarianship would be fully as dis--
. tnguished ‘as that of his two predecessors. But un- .
. fortunately his health was already failing, and on 16

- Almost equally remarkable was the service of Mr. G. H, Baker, who - -
. retired from the post of Head Messenger in the Library in 1931 after-
- "more than 47 years® service, Another family succession is represented

in the person of onc of the present Messengers. '
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February 1864 he died, after serving less than three years.
His Sanskrit manuscripts were acquired by the Library
~at a cost of £87. - :

" In his place was appointed Professor Fitzedward
Hall. Born at Troy, New York, Hall had entered
Harvard in 1846, at the age of 21, but had not yet
“ commenced > when he was sent out to India by his
family in pursuit of a runaway brother. Wrecked off{ ™
the Ganges, Hall was compelled to stay awhile in India,
and ended by seeking his career there.’ After studying
several langnages at Calcutta, inclnding Persiéy'and

‘Sanskrit, in 1850 he went to Benares, where\ghrec years
later he was appointed Professor of Sanskritiahd English,
"He served.as a rifleman during the IndiathMutiny, hav-
- ing filled various posts in the educatiohdl service. Dur- -
- ing a visit to Europe, he received the honorary degree
“of D.C.L. at Oxford in 1860: two ycars later he retired
" from India, and was appointed\s various professorships :
~at King’s College, London.onIn 1864 he succeeded Bal- * -
. lantyne at Cannon Rowyaind continued as Librarian
~until 1869, when he resigned in order to devote himself =
‘éntirely to his philul\b@ical studies. In his later yearshe .-
gave great assistdnge/to Sir James Murray in the prepara- -
tion of the Oxfoed Dictionary. A very long bibliography * =
of his published works is given in the' Dictionary of .
: National,@;pgmpky (Second Supplement, vol. i, p.188). ¢
~ Hall wasimade an honorary Doctor of Laws at Harvard . .

" i1 1898y to which university he gave during his lifetime ™~ ..

a fnwost valuable collection of Sanskrit manuscripts. He .-
~ died in Suffolk in 1907, and his ashes were interred 1
“\“his native town of Troy. It is patural that Hall con-- .

" tributed little to the development of the India Office
Library during his five years of office. It was at theend = -
“of this period, in 1869, that the Library was temoved .

~from its temporary home in Cannon Row to the newly- * -

_erected India Office in Westminster, its permanent © - -

““abode: and thither also were transferred the contents of -
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the Museum, to be housed most uncomfortably side by
side with the Library on the third floor. '

The Library had had twe librarians during the first
sixty years of its existence : now, within nine years, two .

more had come and gone, and there was urgent need of - -

reconstruction, At this critical moment in its history
came the man who, more possibly than any other, before, "
or since, left the impress of his administrative abilitg.dnt - .-
linguistic genius on the institution, W O
Reinhold Rost was born at Eisenburg in Saxgfi*Alten-
burg on 2 February 1822, the son of a Lutherah’ministes.”

He graduated as Doctor of Philosophy 4t(Jena in 1847, e

after studying under Stickel and Gildémeister, and in
that year came to England, to tcac}rGerman at King’s -
School, Canterbury. In 1851 he wds appointed Oriental
Lecturer at St. Augustine’s College, Canterbury, which - -
post he continued to hold until*his death. In 1863, on -
the recommendation of SiftHenry Rawlinson, Rost was
appointed Secretary of tie\Royal Asiatic Society. When
Fitzedward Hall's retirement from the Library was =
made known, Rosgt\dpplied for the vacancy, and in the
face of severe cdmpetition—among the rival candidates
for the office™syere several promising orientalists, includ-
ing the greatand tragic E. H. Palmer of Cambridge—he
secured, the appointment, as from 1 July 1869. The fifth . -
Sansksitist to hold the office, Rost at once set about the.
hegetllean labour of putting into order and’ making
aydilable to the public, through published catalogues, the
«\'vast unarranged accumulations of seventy years. The
0% details of Rost’s plans for cataloguing the various ‘col-
* lections of manuscripts and printed books, and of their

* It is an ironic commentary on the decline of oriental learning in
England which followed Macaulay's ukase, that within one generation
of the days of Wilkins and Jones, it should have become necessary to
appoint first an’ American, and then a German, to the charge of the
Library, Similarly Bloclunann and Sprenger in India, Rieu at the
_ British Museum, Ethé at Aberystwyth, thess among others came from
* abroad to keep alight the toich of oriental siudies in the country where

it was first kindled. - . .
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subsequent fulfilment down to the year 1go1, are given

* in full in an official paper issued in that year, entitled

" Précis of Correspondence, ¢yc., regarding the Catalogu-
ing of (1) Oriental Manuscripts, and (2} Printed Oriental
Books in the India Office Library.® It is not necessary
here to quote at any length from this paper, since the
information which- it contains is incorporated in an
appendix to this historical sketch, wherein are listed allg ()
the catalogues, published and unpublished, of the)
Library’s resources which have hitherto been prepared, «

It is now necessary to refer to an event of the greatést

importance in the subsequent history of the Library, an

" event which in fact fundamentally affectedvthe very
nature and character of the Library: thisévent was the

. passing, in the year 1867, of the (Iadian) Press and
Registration of Books Act (Act XXM of 1867). Under

the provisions of this Act (paragraghs’g to 11), one copy

of every printed or lithographed bgak issued in India was

required to be forwarded tosthé Secretary of State for

India in London; and theydndia Office Library became

in- conscquence vested aith the nature of a Copyright

Library for Indian publications. The flood of material

which followed proved, however, a very mixed blessing;

and in 1877, atﬁ&\is’t’s suggestion, a new procedure was

'+ sanctioned, wiebeby only a sclection of such copyright -

literature Waslérdered to be transmirted, such a selection

being made-at the Librarian’s discretion : for facilitating

this:%zmess, quarterly catalogues were issued and con-

. tnyeo'be issued by the various provincial governments, . .
. listing all publications which may appear in each respec- .

(‘uv¥e province during the relevant three months. * Act” ',

) XXV of 1867 has since been amended in many par: -
ticulars, but this provision has very wisely been allowed - -

~.+ Y Itis worthy of notice how many compatriots Rost was able m.ﬁﬁd T
. o catalogue the various collections: Loth for the Arabic, Ethé for e .~

Persian, Haas and Eggeling, followed by Windisch, for the Sanskrit; - -
Fausbill for the Burmese, and Qldenburg for the Pali mannseripts. ... -
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to remain in force: with the result that, by virtue of .
the discriminate selections of a succession of learned
librarians, the India Office Library now possesses a copy .
of every important publication, whether in English or "
in any oriental language, which has appeared during the "
last seventy years in India. v
The value of this collection to the student of Indiah," -
affairs is inestimable. Every branch of administragern; .
every aspect of daily and cultural life, is fully .docu-
mented. The collections of Sanskrit, Pm’si:upa‘nc?f |
books are. Frccious instruments of research ayailable to all
students of oriental literature, history ad'téligions. The
tens of thousands of printed and lithographed works
composed in every known languapé and dialect of -
modern India constitute a biblioé%xphy, as complete as
" industry can make it, of the(faScent literatures of the
vast sub-continent, It is impossible to overstate the im- -
portance, to India, of theleXistence in the capital of the
Empire of a fully represéntative collection of the master-
pieces of Indian litgrature, made accessible, through the -
liberal policy of e "Secretary of State, to all who may
desire to make-themselves acquainted therewith. When
the literaturés6f modern India attain the recognition
which theyrichly merit, and are stndied for their im-
portanggas shedding light on the lives and aspirations of -
oncjﬁgth' of the human race, the so-called “ vernacular” . -
side o1 the Library of the India Office will be recognized °

g8 unique treasure-honse of Indian literature and learn-

.- 'ing;-and thither the oriental historian of the future will-
-'-‘_0\’ $

repair, to trace the undercurrents of thought and fecling

which went to shape the history of India. o

- Rost retired from the Library in 1893, full of years and

honours: on 7 February 1896 he died. Edinburgh had. |
- made him an honorary Doctor of Laws in 1877; foreign

academies and learned societies had paid their tribute to -

his genius; in 1888 he was invested with the insignia of

- -the “C.LE. “Rost’s power of assimilating oriental
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tongues has been rarely equalled; and it is perhaps no
exaggeration to affirm that he stood second only to Sir
. Williarn Jones as a universa] linguist. There was scarcetlg
" a language spoken in the Eastern Hemisphere wi
. which Rost was not, at least to some extent, familiat,.
. 'Nor did he confine himself to the widely disseminated ~
oriental. tongues. He pursued his researches into
unfamiliar, and in many cases almost unknown, dialects€ )
which are usually unheeded by philologists. At 8t
- Augustine’s College, in addition to his ordinary lectures
in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Arabic, and Urdw he' at
times gave lessons in the dialects of Africa, China, and
Polynesia, Rost was familiar with some twiehty or thirty
languages in all. With some of them his\gequaintance,
although invarizbly competent, was rei‘\pr‘ofound. Bur
his mastery of Sanskrit was complete, and the breadth
of his oriental learning led orientalyscholars thronghout
the world to consult him repeatedly on points of difficulty’
_ and doubt.”"  As author, and still more as editor, he
- made important contributiens to. oriental scholarship: -
but no greater achievergeitt stands or could stand to his
. credit than the complete success with which, during 34
years of tireless serviee, he converted the Library of the
India Office fromibeing a repository of uncharted oceans
. of precious mdaterials, into being a well-ordered, well-
catalogued\ eriental library of universal renown. < A
plaster bust’of Rost, executed by his son, Mr. A. E. L.
- Rost, and’ presented by him to the India Office, stands - *
in 4 &s"corridor outside the Librarian’s room, while a
- frathed plaque by the same artist, presented by :Sir
.. ("Richard Temple, hangs on the wall of Room 303. - .
< )" In 1877, a special investigation was conducted by the =
- Library Committee into the organization of the Libraryi- - .
. th‘c findings and recommendations of that body arc con- ..
tained in a' Report dated 19 March 1877, -which was
. subsequently printed, Before touching on this report, it -
: ' Dictionary of National Bz‘ogm;aby, vol. xlix, Peo29Ta




" . volumes of the Cosrs Book.

is necessary to summarize the history of the preceding
twenty years. -

The transfer to the Crown in 1858 necessitated new .

procedures and new regulations. In 1859, Wilson was

asked to “state . . . the regulations or practice now -,

acted upon in his Department with respect to the issue

of warrants or authorities for the payment of money, ax
well as for the sanction of any charge or expense.” (In
a minute dated 2 December 1859, Wilson adumbiated
the procedure which he had followed during higterm - -
of office, and which he had presumably takemiover from

Wilkins, in the following rerms: <

P\

I am not aware of the existence of any gules. The practice

of many years has been as follows. o\ .
. 'The only payments made on accouiitief the Library are for
the purchase of Books, the costsof binding them and petty
charges no item of which is to‘eyceed f5. These are paid
by the Librarian or upon his authority. :

Petty charges on accountwof the Museum of Natural History
are also paid by the Libtarian on the warranty of the Curator.

_The Funds for thesé“disbursements were chiefly provided
for by a Warrantzissued by the Finance and Home Com-
mittee in favour{of the Librarian as an advance, apon his
application. &, : :

The Amou} so advanced at one time has been usually
£200, neyer’oftener than once in a year, sometimes less
frequendy? ' .

7N o
‘('Bhe books published by the Company were now dis-

.;éa"sed of, and the arrangements with the Company’s
3 ‘Booksellers were wound up. ‘Thereafter, no definite

~~

N\
PR

Y

sum appears to-have been assigned to the maintenance of
the Library until 1865, when, by a vote in Council, [100
a.year was set aside for the purchase of books. ~This
sum was doubled in 1867 : but this by no means sufficed

. * This was the procedure 1 Wilkins® time, as several entries, relating
to warrants in his favour in varying amounts, may be seen in the
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10 cover the whole expenses of the Library, as charges
for binding manuscripts and books were met separately,
- and averaged at this time about [234 per annum. o
5 The Committee of 1877 put the financial arrangements
' of the administration of the Library on a sound basis,
which subsequent amplifications have only served to
strengthen. The Committee also considered the question |
of the scope of the Library in relation to future purchases,
and laid down the following principles:* =~ O
With respect to the principle on which additions, fo .the
Library should be made, the Committee are of ‘optnion
that the main object is to obtain a complete collettion of
works relating to the East, and more especiall i E’}India, and
the countries adjoining it, including the Rushidn Empire,
It also ought to comprise works of refgsénde, and publica- -
tions bearing cn administration and government, which are
needed for official use. \& ¢ :

These principles have been subSequently re-defined on 2
number of occasions, most s&cently in the Report of the
Committee of Investigatién®of 1935-36, as follows:?

In 1895 this definigiotr [of the Committee of 1877] was
thought to be oo wide, and narrower limits to the scope of
future accessiondavete accordingly prescribed. The Librarian
was authoriscd\ to‘recommend for purchase— .

(i) allCavorks, unless quite worthless, which relate
ditegtly to India and to Indian affairs; L
74 a selection of general works which bear indirectly
g India;and - S - .
WAN T (i) a3 selection of works which deal with other Asiatic
4" - countries when such works bear on the relations of these
mi“' - ‘countries with India. . R
h In the main this definition, which still governs the Librarian’s
" recommendations, seems to us satisfactory. We cotisider it .
- desirable, however, to define moré precisely the limits to be
- 1 Report, p. r. . . | . * Pp. at-az. "
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. observed in the acquisition of modern Arabic and Persian ~ -
works and of works relating to North Africa, the Near Fast _
and the Far East. For this purpose we suggest the following
formulz : — o

{1) Purchases of modern Arabic and Persian books should
be restricted to works on the history, religions and dlassical -
literature of the Arabs and Persia, and otherwise to such "
works as are of special Indian interest. A\

(2) Publications in European languages relating to Nogth, «
Africa, the Near East and the Far East may be regardell ¥’ -
being within -the scope of the Library only in so fag as.they = -
bear in any way upon the peoples of India and Indiamidffairs.

Various other recommendations of the/€ommittce of
1877 provided for the abolition of the€\*promiscuous
patronage of literary works,” ‘and inather ways set up -
regulations for the guidance of thﬁ'\L?tharian.

When the India Office was séady for occupation, the
Library and Museum were, aswe have stated above,
brought together once more,"and for some five years con-
tinued in uneasy partnership at the top of the new build-
ing. But it soon becafhe obvious that this accommoda-
ton would never suffice for the needs of the ever-swell-
ing collection of \thuscum exhibits, and plans were™
accordingly deviséd for the foundation of an Indian -~ '

" Museum, ta.octu y a site in King Charles Street imme- = -
diately opposite tiﬁ India Office. A very detailed and = .
able expesition of this plan was drawn up by Dr. T
ForbésyWatson, then Reporter on the Products of India;

d his pamphlet, Oz the means required for. the
;%? ent working of the India Museum and Library,
Vewith suggestions for the foundation, in connection with
/NG them, of an Indian Institute for enquiry, lecture, and
\  teaching, was printed as a departmental paper in 1874.

In that year, the Secretary of State had been persuaded,
in"view of the hopeless congestion prevailing in the :

- aparunents of the Library and Museum, temporarily to . .

S - 3 Repom, p. 4.
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lease the Eastern Exhibition Galleries at South Kensing-
ton for housing the Muscum. - When the plan for the -
. foundation of an Indian Museum was submitted, the @ -
. fmperial’ Government declined to make the necessary
-, contribution to the costs of erecting the building, and
.. accordingly: the Museum as it stood was dispersed, its
" contents were divided between the South Kensington
Museum, the British Museum, the Bethnal Green .
Museum, the Royal School of Mines, and the Museum\.)
of Kew Gardens, and the staff were given notice of thg"
termination of their services. It is permissible tosgret <
that so great an opportunity. was so lightly let shp: and
. now the site proposed for the Museum, in suth Suitable
juxtaposition to g; India Office itself, is ocetpied by the
© building of His Majesty’s Office of Works. - Bur the
. loss of the Muscum was the great g favof the Library.
~ The apartments on the third flpér) were entirely re- .
- constructed : rooms for the staff, dnd a fine reading roem . -
* for the general public, were prewided, while ample.space
was allocated for expansioniin the housing of books
and manuscripts. Thesevarrangements continued with -
little change, untl very récently. o N
'Dr. Rost’s successdr was another eminent Sanskritist, =~ -
. Professor .Char ef Tlenry Tawney. Born in 1837, the * -
~© son of the Rev."Richard Tawney, he was educated at -
- Rugby and Erinity College, Cambridge, where he had "
- the greatddistinction of being bracketed Senior Classic, .
in 1860 After holding a Fellowship at Trinity College, ©
- Tawfiey”"went out to India, in 1864, to'a career of the .
- highgst wility in the Bengal Educational Service. For - .
- Jmiahy years he was Professor and President of the Presi-~ -
Odency College, Calcutta, and thrice bhe officiated as’ | .
) Director of Public Instruction in the Province of Bengal. 7~
~ For his services he was decorated with the C.LE. . He
+ edited and translated a number of Sanskrit works, and "
also produced an edition of Shakespeare’s’ Richard III. .
A few months after his appointment as: Librarian, .




Tawney initiated a plan for cataloguing all the collec-

tions of oricntal printed books in the Library: this am- -7 .
bitious scheme, which is still in process of completion, -
owes much of its success to the able and energetic work - .~
of the late Professor J. F. Blumhardt, whose knowledge -
of Indian languages was most remarkable. Tawney re-," /%
tired from the Library in 1903, and died in 1922, at thp;\‘. >
great age of 85. During his ten years of office, {l}i‘:
Library continued, under the impetus which Ros{had™ .
given 1t, to expand, and to increase in efﬁcien;y}lacccs-'_ .

sibility, and renown, O ?
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o § 5 _
To attempt to givé a complete account of the provenance
and history of cach individual collection of the twenty
thousand manuscripts now preserved in the Library of%
~ the India Office would be to expand this sketch £ar™
. beyond its intended limits. In this chapter a few, only
of these collections will be described in any defaily but
these may be regarded as representative, am{a's typical
of the rest, : Y
A broad line of separadon divides thé manuscript
resources of the Library into Europsdn’ and Oriental
collecions. Of the European mahuscripts, the great
majority of which are, naturally\written in English, a
sufficiently complete account js already available in the
published catalogues of thewarious collecdons.' The
two most important collegions on the European side are
those which the Librarpiewes to Orme and Mackenzie®
Reference has alreddy been made to the Orme Collec-
tion, It was presénted to the Library in 1801 by John
Roberts, acting<in/fulfilment of Orme’s declared wishes. "~
~ The collectign, represents a ‘substantial portion of the
materials Which Orme put together in preparation of his
- Histor Ig? the Military Transactions of the British
Naﬁ:"@y')ﬁ Indostan.® 'The value of these materials is -
vety~dnequal; but the collection contains much that 'is
Jextremely important. The military journals, for example,”
Aoadre quite unique, and apart from the information of
"\ historical and military interest, their contents also throw
N light on problems of geography, topography and eth::
't See below, Appendix. e
~* Included in- the Mackenzie Collections was a great mdmber of .
-oricntal manuscripts also, in a varlety of languages. . - v 7o
“* First published at London in 3 volumes, 1763-1778, this cclebrated, ~ .
work passed through several subsequent edirons. L LT
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nology. Moreover, the collection comprises a consider-

able quantity of copies of official and demi-official docu- - - -

ments of which the originals have been destroyed : thus,

much of the sccret history of the war with Haidar ‘Al

is only revealed by the materials preserved by Orme,

The celebrity of the Mackenzie Collections, and their,

unrivalled value, require no cmphasis here: Peger

Gordon’s letter of 1835 shews in what justly high esteern

they were already held, a century ago. A’ catalogue, or

\

rather hand-list, of them was printed in Calcutaras early . .

as 1828, the compilation of H. H. Wilson, Who was at
that time Secretary of the Asiatic Socicty't){f Bengal: in

this two-volume publication, an authentic account is
given, based on a letter written bysGolonel Mackenzie
te Sir Alexander Johnston, of the éircumstances which

attended the making of the colicetions. Mackenzie, who - -

veyor-General of All India, died in 1821 : the story of

how his two subsidiacy*collections then passed into the

+ in 1815, after most valuable work in various provinces of - -
- India and in the East Indies, had been appointed Sur-

possession, first ofthe Government of Fort William, -

and afterwards ©f the Company’s Library, is told in

F. W, Thonda$ preface to C. O. Blagden’s catalogue of =~

*“ the 1822 Eollection & the Private Collection ” {London, -

1916), while’ the history of how the Main Collection,
listed by Wilson in 1822, passed likewise to Leadenhall
Streét)ts prefixed to the catalogue of those manuscripts

among other materials, a great number of manu-

}l{ur‘téy to be published. The “Main Collection” com- . -

o prised, '
3V scripts in Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, Tamil, Telugu, and.

various ather modern Indian languages: all these latter,

with the exception of those written in the classical -

‘tongues, were returned to India in 1828, and are now

preserved in Madras.

. Notes descriptive of the means of acquisition and the
7.+ contents, of the many ‘minor® collections of European -
- manuscripts will be found in the.body of the catalogue



of G. R. Kaye and E. H. Johnston. Reference will here

" be made to a few only. _' o \

_ First in importance are the. Hodgson Papers, which
. were prescnted to the Library -in 1864: a summary
.. account of their contents is given in the following letter,
. - written by Hodgson himself to Sir Charles Wood, who
- was at that time Secretary of State for India i1

TuE RANGERS, AN
DumsLey, [ %
 GLOSTERSLHRE.* -
Augrst 5064 .
SR, . . ) &
Having recently submitted to the surnmaty ihspection
~ of Mr Hall librarian of the India Office a great\nass of MSS
collected by me during a long course of yearshini Nepal when -
" Resident at the Court of Kathmandu with/a view o illus- -
- trate the natural & civil history, thgSliterature, languages,

- religion, institutions, & resources of thaplittle-known Country, -
‘and Mr Hall having concurred with fne in opinion that these”
materials, how crude soever theid, present state, are eminently
calculated to subserve the ends for which they were gradually
accumulated, and also, that'by being deposited in the India.
Office Library they a\most likely to turned to use, I _
hereby beg to tcncler\-]}lcm to your acceptance for the said 7]
library, and to acquaint you that lists in English & Hindi of - -
the contents of these MSS arc in the hands of the Librarjan.:

* " 1 may, howeyer, summarily here state that these MSS con-
tain, intef “alia, 1st "T'wenty three Vansavalis. or native: -
Chronidgsy partially translated (like most of the other papers) . -
and\dhronologized by the help of coins & inscriptions: 27
a_fteat mass of original documents relative fo the land -
feyenue & to the Customs duries. 3¢ Ditto relative to the '~ -
«atmy, its amount, discipline, distribution, system of payment, 7
.} tribes, constituting. the soldiery, &c., &c. 4ih ditto relative to.
" the ‘general Ethnography, “its "amount & its copstituents . - .
lingually & physically viewed.' 5t ditto relative to the law
& legal administration.. gth ditto relative to the customs & -
manners of the population. . 7 Registers of the, barometer &

1 Finunoial -Pﬂ?ﬂs,._lﬁﬁ.q_.(,Augus.t)j\'.. _




thermometer, & tables of prices. 8% Topography, bting 22 -
itineraries, sketch map, &c. ¢ Fifty-eight separate bundles
of papers relative to the prevalent religion or Buddhism. 1ot~
Thirty six Sanscrit Sastras and seventeen Lepcha and four-
teen Limbu books.
I have the honor
to be Sir,
Your maost obt Servant A .

(Sd) Brianv Hoveuron Hobeson.g /)
S\ e

The Hodgson donations include also thirty Buddhist.
Sanskrit manuscripts; and a complete copy of hoth the
Sacred Codes of Tibet, obtained from theGsand Lama,
and presented in 1835.' A very interestihg account of
Hodgson—who died at the great age gf.p5—and of the
circumnstances under which he put tégether his fine col-
lections, is contained in Sir W. Hunter’s Life of Hodgson
(London, 18g6). Not only thisLibrary, but ajso the - .
libraries of the Royal Asiatig8ociety, the Asiatic Society =
of Bengal, the Institut d&* France, and the Sociéte
Asiatique de Paris wefe® enriched by his munificent

~donations. o

A most interesting "collection of papers was acquired .
in- 1927, whenx&hg\ Francis Manuscripts were purchased; "
This collection “consisted of 51 bound velumes and
13 bundlesy’of loose papers, and the most important
section_is\the extensive range of correspondence which
pass.e;;l‘hétween Sir Philip Francis and various of his
ethifent contemporaries. Sir Philip Francis, as is well

an})wn,' was a prominent figure in the political life of
- ,a\England at the time of the notorious Junius controversy,
y ! 8ee India Political Consultations, Range 193, vol. 82 (Fort William, '
24 August 1835, nos, 48-g)--Hodgson menticas ** three hundred and
twenty large printed volumes,” burt 12 of these have Jong been missing;
Court Book, vol. 146, p. 535 (z2 March 1836); India and Bengul
Despatehes, vol. g (27 July 1836), pp. 405-9. Hunter (Life of Hodgson,
p- 270) is mistaken in saying that the presentation took place in 1838+

it was'in the latter year that Hodgson's name was inscribed as donor
© . (Comrz Book, vol. 151, p. s51). :
IR =8



" and there is strong evidence, earnestly canvassed by his

descendants, that he was actually identical with the
pamphieteer whose sensational letters to the Public
Adyertizer created such a stir for a generation afterwards.

. Francis later went out to India, and much valuable in-

formation about the undercurrents of British policy in
that country towards the end of the cighteenth century

'may be gleaned from the papers relating to this peried

of his life. The collection contains, among other most
interesting and valuable material, no fewer than tweney-

* eight holograph letters of Edmund Burke. '

- Another important collection, of purely Indiad Interest,
is that of Francis Buchanan, later styling hingself Francis
Hamilton, and frequently known as Fragels ‘Buchanan-

Hamilton.  Much of Buchanan’s acuipities were con-

nected with surveying work and specidl #hissions, notably
a mission to Nepal in 1802-3, accopdits’of which are given
in his manuscripts, . The journalssef William Moereroft

- cover a different field, and «€late to his travels from
. Peshawar to Bukhara in quést of stallions for the Com-
pany’s Bengal stud: heldied in 1825, on the return

journey. The remarkable career of Charles Masson, the

N

Ny

son of a London{fsadesman, and his adventures in’

Afghanistan and{ihé neighbouring terrirories,. are illus-

- trated by the yoluminous collection of his papers now in
the possessionw6f this. Library, Mention must also be -
. made of /e’ Raffles Collection, consisting mainly (of -

-correspéidence of Sir Stamford Raffles, of Java.fame;

N

then@, )P, Brown manuscripts, relating to his pioneer

stddhes of the Telugu language; and. the Wilson Manu-

 { N

,jsf.'r'ipts,' the raw material of our sccond Librarian’s pub-. -
lished work, containing fair copies of originals now in.-
the Bodleian Library, but incidentally including Charles

\

Wilkins' translations of the Makabhdrata and the

Datakumaracarita, and the second half of H. T. Cole- -
brocke’s important and unpublished list - of Sanskrit
* verbal roots.  These are a-few of the more important-

79



collections of European manuscripts which help to make -
this Library a unique repository of primary documents -
of Anglo-Indian history. N
- The Arabic and Persian collections are of manifold °
and diverse origins, and here it is only possible to refer
to the most important items. First in point of time, and ..
of great critical value besides, is that portion of Tippoos.
Sultan’s library which eventually came to Leadenhall.?)
Street in 1806 and 1838, the former lot brought by Lard ~
Wellesley, while the latter came from the dispersed -
library of the College of Fort William after thaprinstitu-
tion had been closed. We have already adyefted in some
detail to the circumstances leading up tothe acquisition -
of these manuscripts,’ but it will be of Jihterest here to
add some details which will servecfarther to illustrate
this chapter in the Library’s histaty.” Of particular im- -
Eortance is the letter written by\Major-general W. Pop- -
am to Lord Wellesley in 1800 ‘announcing the Army’s
gift of the manuscripts, beeause it shews that the Asiatic
Society of Bengal was frem the very beginning intended
to share in the presentation along with the Company -
itself, a desire which was subsequently fully honoured:®.
.o "~ o
My Lorp, 4, :
~ Accompanying I have the honor to lay before your
Lordshiplises of the manuscript Books, selected from Tippeo |
Sultaupls Library, for the Honorable the Court of Directors .
and the-Asiatic Seciety, by desire of the Officers of the Army,
th§ Chieved the conquest of Seringapatam. )
o\ Your Lordship, I flatter rayself wilt find both sclections
o~ highly respectable in regard to the Volumes themselves, as
\~ well, as from the happy and glorious events, which epabled
. ! See above, pp. 24-5, 33, s -
-* Bengal Public Consultations, Range 5, vol.- 14, no. 47; W. Ivanow,
- 4 Concise Catalogue . . ., pp. 3-3i. Thc Court was in error in writing
(Bengal Despatches, vol, 43, p. 32), “ We now call your auention ©
.- the Library of the late Tippoo Sultaun which the Captors destined for

" this House, and which we have always intended should be prescrved
- in the Company’s Library,”




the Army to present them, as a mark of respect and esteem to
their superiors and their Friends.

‘Exclusive of the accompanying lists, there are many more
Volumes, that it was the intention of the Army to have dis-
posed of by sale; but it has been suggested by Colonel Close!
that as the study of the Persian Language on the Coast re-
quired every stimulus, some of the Volumes might be lodged
with advantage in the Persian Translator’s Office at Fort St.
George, for the benefit of students. In this, I most heartily'
concurred; and that the same steps should be taken respecting
Bombay. This I hope may meet your Lordship’s appkoba-
tio. D\
Permit me now, my Lord, to request your Logdship’s in-
structions, particularly, as to how the selettion for the
Honorable the Court of Directors is to be\tfansmitted to
Furope, or otherwise disposed of. y ; '
- I have the honor _fo‘he, &c, _

_ £3e)) WrrrLiam Porrant.

Fort WiLLram, W .

26tk August 1800, A}

o

The Governor-General, oxilhié own authority, instructed
in reply the following, course of action to be followed :*

From a convigtionthat it will be more conducive to the
interests of the ompany as they are connected with- the
advancement ¢f\the knowledge of Asiaric Literature, both in-
England ap@among their servants in India, that the collec-
tion of boo}cs selected for the Honorable Court of Directors,
instead ‘gPbeing sent to England, should be deposited in the
Libsdey’ of the College founded at Fort William, the Gov-
eroF General has recommended to the Honorable Court, in

- JSscparate letter addressed to their Chairman; to permit the
O Booﬁs to be reserved for the use of the College, and it is his
) Lordship’s intention to retain them at Fort William, until he -

" 8ir Barry Close, some time Resident at the Court of the Nizam of

{

Hyderabad, died ‘in 1813, and bequeathed to the Company’s Library a .

considerable number of manuscripts, which he had collected in India. .
* Bengal Public Consultations, Range 5, vol. 14, no, 48. See farther.

- [C. Buchanan], The Colfege of Forz William (London, :8os), P

(=Home Misc. Sevics, vol. 487, pp.- 34-5}h- _
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+ shall be apprized of the Honorable Court’s pleasure on the
subject. . . As the Junior servants of the Company belong- - -
ing to the Establishments of Fort St George and Bombay, .
have been ordered to repair to Fort William for the purpose.
of being attached to the College, it is desirable that the re- "
mainder of the Library of the late Tippoo Sultan proposed to -, .
be deposited at Fort St George and Bombay should also be
lodged in the College, where the Servants of those Presi{ )
dencies for whose use the books ate chiefly intended, pwili
h}iwc an opportunity of availing themselves of the benefitvof - -
them. - .

An exchange of views between Leadenhall\Street and __
Fort William followed, the result of whiclivas the trans., -
mission of that portion of the library whieh was received
in 1806. Of those copies of the Qax@n and the Shah- - -
namak for which Tippoo’s libratyvwas famous, details
-are given in Loth’s (nos. 6, 7,38,"9, 10, 11, 14, 15) and
Ethé’s (nos. 861, 867, 868, §x2)catalogues, o
The methods employed by Tippoo Sultan himself, and
his father, in the formation of the collection are itlus-
trated by C. Stewart!s\remarks in his Descriptive Cate:
logue, pp. iv-v: “She Library consisted of nearly 2,000
volumes, of Ardbic] Persian, and Hindy (or Hindustany) -
- Manuscripts,ig 21l the various branches of Mcham- -
. medanliterdtiife. Many of these were beautifully written, .
and highlyrornamented; but a great portion were in bad
conditiant; and several having lost ‘both the first and -
1£ls§lpa’ges, ‘it was extremely difficult to discover the -
Author, or the period in which they were composed. . =
s Very few of these books had been purchased either by
" Tippoo or his father. . They were part of the plunder -
- brought from Sancar, .Cuddapih, and the Carpatic. =
.. Some of them had formerly belonged to the Moham-
- medar Kings of Bijapore and Golcondah; but the greater
-number had been the property of the Nabob Nesir-.
Addowleh Abd al Vahib Khin, brother of Mohammed .
~ Aly of the Carnatic, and were taken by Hyder in the - -



- fort of Chitore, during the year 1780.” It is at any rate
' a matter for satisfaction that the manuscripts afe now
- safe, and not likely ever again to be the object of theft
* or plunder ; that, together with so many other coliections,
similarly saved from dispersion and -inevitable loss, they
- .are now at the disposal of the whole world of learning.
The history of the Bijapur Collection, consisting
mainly of Arabic works, is described briefly in the preface {
.. to Loth’s catalogue, and at great length in Selections,
‘from the Records of the Bombay Government, Do x1
. (New Series), pp. 213-242. These books, the semnant
 of the Eibrary of the ‘Adil-shihs, had remainedféf many
years uptended in the shrine of Asar Mahall at Bijapur,
. before being ** discovered ” by M. C. d’Ochda, a French
‘scholar : they are for the most part i 4damentable con-
dition, having suffered terribly froffi)'the attentions .of
worms and white ants, and it is -p:rdbable that, but for -
their timely removal in 1851,%and subsequent careful
preservation in London, theyumight by now have entirely -

perished. - The first handdist of the collection as it was .

- at Bijapur was made 3t the instance of H. B. E. (after-

wards Sir Bartle) Frerey Commissioner in Satara, as de-.
. scribed in his lgtento the Government of Bombay of -
" 17 Decémber "'1‘8%':- e S

' '_'Throughmijs'B"eeja-poor and its ﬁeighbourhood I could ot
find, amggg.the many thousand Mahomedan inhabitants, a -

- single Asabic scholar competent to give any trustworthy . -

account+of the contents of the.volumes. - After my return te
Sataca; however, I was introduced to ' Humeed-ood-deen

Hitkeem, 2 Mahomedan gentleman of great respectability, -

And of reputed skill as a physician, on account of which, and . -
/ of his general learning, he had been brought from Hydera-

bad, and received an allowarice as a physician, on the Raja’s™ .

. houschold establishment, He was said to be a very accom--

~plished Arabic scholar, a‘ndthough a cripple from his birth, -
-unable to rise without assistance, and sorcly afflicted wich St - .

. Vitus’ dance, he cheerfully undertack a journey in the-hot

83




weather to see what could be done, and remained for many
months at Beejapoor. '

'

It is pleasing to recall that the heroic labours of this
ﬁentlcman, but for which the collection might never
ave been saved, were suitably rewarded by Government,
with a donation of money, some books, and a shawl, *J
The manuscripts themselves are now fully described in -
the catalogues of Loth and Ethé. PR N’
It ‘is hardly tw be doubted that the so-called Delhi
Collection would have also perished, had not &irgum--
stances conspired to save these bocks likewises *(Fhis col-
lection of Arabic, Persian and Urdu manitripts repre-
sents all that was left, in 1858, of the oded magnificent
library of the Moghul Emperors/)in Mandelslo’s
Travels, the following description js ‘g,i\‘/en of the contents

of that library, as it existed in the\middle of the seven-
teenth century :* \ o

Foure and twenty Thousgg’(i‘j\{anuscripts, so richly bound,
that they were valued atvsix’ Millions, four hundred sixty
three Thousand seven. huhdred thirty one Ropias; that is,

three Millions, two h@indred thirty one Thousand, eight hup-
dred sixty five Crowns and a half. o

Of this incneaﬁ:;le collectdon, less than one quarter, .-
numerically ‘séen, remained when the last of the Delhi
Emperorsyost his throne; and of this quarter, only about
one fifth"can have belonged to the old library which
Nfs\l*llﬁ‘elslo saw, since the rest are of more recent date;
while the rich bindings, on which the traveller based, -
Sapparently, his valuation, have utterly vanished. Already -
» as early ar least as 1810, manuscripts from this library
which had by some means or other come into the posses-
sion of private collectors were being sold by public
auction in London :* and it is probably no exaggeration

! Travels (English translation, London, 1663), p. 48. '

* See A4 Casalogue of the Library of the late William Platel, Esq.
{(London, 1810), an advertisement for a sale by Leigh and Sotheby,
which took place on 13 December 1810 and eight following days.
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_to say, that there is hardly a single major library of
oriental manuscripts in East or West today, public or
private, which does not contain at least some items that
were formerly the pride of the Moghuls. Gifts to princes
and statesmen explain in part this remarkable dispersion;
“while doubtless the later Emperors were only too will-
ing, when occasion served, to replenish their empty
treasurics by disposing of their manuscript assets: iny {)\
deed, in the whole Delhi Collection, as it now stands,
 there s not a single item of sufficient meritin callig[apﬁy
or illumination to excite the interest of the conndisseur,
though a substratum of bibliographically dmportant
volumes, including for example a reputed\autograph
of the Persian poet Sultan Walad, son\of the great
Jalal al-Din Rimi,! and a fine old .ulﬁic{ue copy, im- -
perfect at beginning and end, ofnthe Zoology of
Marwazi,® bears tantalizing wifieSs to the pristine
splendour of the Royal Librarglof Delhi. The zeal of
Major W. Nassau Lees, and.ghe prompt intervention of
Government, saved the fethnant from following the
major portion into oblivion. It is hardly to be doubted
‘that the library of theBurmese kings would likéwise
“have been scattered\to the ends of the earth, had not -
steps been takedNY 1886 to save it for perpetuity in the -
Library of thé India Office® _ N
- Referengédias already been made to the purchase of the - -
Johnsong ¥astings and Leyden manuscripts.* Richard -
_ 10}%@ served the Company for twenty-nine years, go- -
ing\put to Calcutta in T770 as a writer. - For a'time he .
\’ % Dethi Persian - r263: this rﬁ:musc'ript, which has been écvei’_;l}f
) damaged by white ants, bears the autograph of Dari Shukeh, the son
-y of the Emperor Shih Jahdn., This Library alse possesses the so-called.
" Dard Shuksh Album,” a collection of paintings given by the Prince
1o his wife Nadira Bégam in 1051/1641. *-° ° N
* Delli Arabic 184g: sce JLR.A.5., 1937, Pp. 481-3. o
* The * Mandalay Collection,”’-catalogued by V. Faushbdll: even so,
only zbout one-third of the wholc library was saved, see Famsbdil's '
Catalogue (London, 1897), p. L. U T
* Above, p. 37 o
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was Resident at the Nizam’s Court, and later had a
deliberative voice on the Board of Revenue. Broken .

_health obliged him to return to England; and his at- -

tempts at retrieving his fortunes having failed disas-
trously,’ he was at last constrained in 1807 to offer to -
dispose of the remarkable collection of oriental manu-
scripts and drawings which he had put together, at grea
expense, during his residence in India. O\
Wilkins was asked by the Court to report op-the” -
contents of the collection, and his remarks, which’are
extremely interesting, are still extant.® *‘ ThereGs'a great
number of books,” he writes, *“ of the first rank as to the
beauty of the writing, and splendour of the decorations; -
and not a few exquisitely fine. . . . Imorter to form an
idea of the value of this collection, /e had been my in-
tention to have gone over the whole, and have fixed a
price on each book individually;\decording to its subject,
condition and other circumstdncés; but I presently found -
that it would have been a“wvery tedious operation and
consume more time than the lamentable state of Mr.
Johnson's health wouldy without great danger, allow him
to stay in Town, lté\being ordered to try the effect of the

~ Bath Pump ,with. 2ll possible expedition. [ therefore . -

proceeded in Aore cursory way. . . . The result upon
6oo volumcs: of which those lists consisted, turned out to .
be the géneral average of upwards of two Guineas and

“a halfavolume, and which may be fairly considered as

ht.;‘~i;ve.rage_ of the rest of the collection. I have not.-
;«t'h.\l'nt_éd the exact number of the books; but Mr. Johnson

\ Pates them at between ten and cleven hundred, exclusive
SN
. Q)
\

of paintings which do not enter into this calculation. .
..~ 1 did not venture to fix in my mind any price
upen the Pictures, because their value can only be

estimated by taste fancy and fashion. They are certainly

. ! See the Memofial_ad&rcsshd' by his widow to the Court of Directors
in 180y, Miscellancous Letter; Received, vol, 116 (1807, 2), no, 141,
- ?_Mx_scellaneom Letters Reccjivea’, vol. 115 (1807, 1), mo. 75.



‘a-very fine collection, and the price fixed upon them
far-less than the original cost.” _ _
The albums of paintings—the “ Johnson Albums ™
67 in number, form an extremely interesting and varied
collection, and enjoy a deserved- celebrity,  ‘There are
several reputed portraits of Moghul Emperors and
Princes, while Hindu, Muslim and Christian subjects
alike are well represented. It has been calculated that,.
‘including the miniatures contained in manuscripts, the
* number of drawings thus acquired from Richard John-
son exceeds 1,300. As for the manuscripts themselves,
it will be necessary to mention only a few jfenss, to
“prove that Wilkins’ estimate of them is by 'n6 means
cxaggerated. To Johnson belonged the yefy remarkable
collection of Persian dimdins {(no. 132)\which, written
in the year 714/1315, and containing very curious minia-
ture paintings, is of unique impertauce for the critical
~ study of the poems of Nisir i"RHusrau, Adib Sabir,
Mu'izzl, Qamar, Athir and Tabisi. He also possessed -
- the celebrated most ancient ¢opy of the works of Amir
~°" Khusrau (Ethé 1186), thelvery rare Khamsah of Jamali
{Ethé 1284), and numereus other manuscripts of great -
artistic or bibliograghital interest, -
. The Hastings Collection comprises some. very remark-
able items, incliding a gorgeous Skak-namak written in -
. 971frs6q (Ethé 863), the fine old, but unfortunately
.. Iragmentary); poetical collection (no. 1444) containing
certain, of the works of Sand’f (Ethé 916), Nasafi (Ethé = -
_.92%&&:1 Nizami (Ethé g8g), and a number of mathe- - -

4
/

- malical hooks (Loth 743, 745, 746, 753, 759; Ethé 2235, -~
~-.~’.'?37 which Warren Hastings himself _sopposed, but
-~ erroncausly, to be of cutstanding merit.' RS
"\ -The Leyden Collection (Bibliotheca. Leydeniana),
‘bought, as recorded above,® from his father in 1824 for .. -

|~ VSeo his letter 1o Wilkins, quoted in Peter Gardon's tack (@bove, "

p.s2y.
T Above, p. 38. C L un




£500, is summarily described in the following note, -
apparently written in 1817, when the collection was first . -
deposited in the Company’s warchouses:?

There are in all 16 large chests:—14 at the Private Trade .
Warchouse and 2 at the Baggage Warchouse, :
Upon a cursory view and examination of these chests they
have been found to contain not less than 2,500 articles : vizt"y,
2037 MSS inscribed with a style on the leaves of the Palmiry”
tree (commonly called Cajansg in the various languages ofvthe
Country, 81 MSS on Paper of a similar description, 53, MSS
in the DPersian and Arabic characters, 148 Chigfege” printed
books, 30 printed books chiefly from the pressyab\Serampoor,
22 unbound quires and loose papers cohfalwing skeleton
_vocabulari;s in several languages, and abputizo miscellaneous -
articles. D
John Leyden, born in 1775 af Dénholm in Roxburgh-
shire, at an early age shewedvan astonishing aptitude for
languages, and in 1801 wasintroduced by Richard Heber
to Scoft, whom he helped materially with the earlier
volumes of the Border Minstrelsy (1802).* Being quali-
fied as a doctor, hé secured an appointment as assistant-:
surgeon on the/Madras establishment of the East India
Company in 1863. He travelled widely in Southern
© India- and Malaya, and then returned to settle .at
Calcuttdyjn' 1806, where he held various appointments..
" Meangwhile, his fertile mind found recreation in the
stiidy of a bewildering variety of oriental languages, and
- &ecording to the Reports and Proceedings of the British
and Foreign Bible Society (1811-12) he translated one or
() more of the Gaspels into * Pashtu, Maldiviag, Ballach,
) Macassar, and Bugis.” Of his various philological enter-
prises only one, a Prakrit Grammar, ever reached an
advanced stage, Leyden was also a gifted poet, and his
"Poctical Remains, edited with a Memoir in 1819 by the

I Correspondence Memavanda, vol. 42 (1814-18).
* D.NCB., vol. =sxiil, p. 215,
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- Rev. James Morton, include graceful versions made from
- an astonishing numbeér of languages.” Who can doubt

that Leyden, had he been spared, would have become

~one of the greatest, if not actually the greatest, of that

-E. G. Browne and Dr. {now Sir) E.

cclebrated circle of crientalists whose accomplishments
lent abiding lustre to the activities of the British in India
a<century ago? But in 1811 he accompanied Lord Minto
to Java as Malay interpreter : his ““ literary zeal took him,
into an unventilated native library; fever supervened, and ™
he died at Cornelis, after three days’ illness, 28 Augi
1811, a few days before his thirty-sixth birthdag™y

In 1876, .the Royal Society presented to this/Ribrary
the Sir William Jones and Ashburner Géfiections ‘of .
Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit manuscripgy? those in -
Arabic and Persian were catalogued bythe’late Professor
| [{gnison Ross, while
the Sanskrit manuscripts were ddescribed by C. H,

Tawney and F. W. Thomas, ~then Librarian and -

‘Assistant Librarian respectivelys®

‘The backbone of the Libedsy’s Sanskrit resourees is the

“Colebrooke Collection, 48 %which reference. has already

~B1s own use, to be sent to him from time to fime on his 1 .

AN
B

been made.® - It was,6h, 15 April 1819 that H. T. Cole- -
brooke, who had hagl'a distinguished career lasting thirty- .
two years in théSepvice of the East India Company—he . -
went out to Bm;l as a writer in 1782—and had been for
many yeargarclose personal friend of Charles Wilkins,

wrate to tlie\ Court of Directors * offering for the Court’s o
acceptaie his Collection of Oricntal Manuscripts; upon = .

thessole Condition, that he may have free access to it,
with leave to have any Numbers of BooKs from it for

requisition to the Librdrian ‘to that effect and to be re- ~

turned by him at his-convenience.”® ~This generous . ..
-2 Above, p.ogz. : S A
< Court Book, vol, 127, p.»32. The Day Book bears witness to the.-

-

fact- that the *sole Condition ** “which Colebrooke laid ‘down was -

afterwards fulfiled faithfully, )



“your decision givegthe necessary instructions to Mr Chantrey:
~to ateend you %;"th: above mentioned purpose. :

X
4

< * W, Foster, Descript
-the India Office (5th edition), p. B4, no. 435.

offer was accepted with alacrity, and in notifying Cole--
brooke of the appreciation with which his gift was re~. -
ceived, the Secretary informed him that ““the Court:
propose to sett apart a portion of their Library for the .-
reception of these Valuable Manuscripts and to dis- -
tinguish it by the name of the Colebrooke Collection,” . ;
As a further mark of appreciation and esteem, the follow- \)

‘ing letter was also written : ® O\
e N\ 2

H. T, CoLEsroox Esq* N\ ]

Sir,

I have had the honor to convey to you ‘b??co.ﬁlmand
of the Court of Directors of the East India Certipany. their

~ thanks for the valuable Collection of Oriental Manuscripts ";

which you obligingly presented for their.atceptance & which * -
they have ordered to be placed in the Libfary at this House: - -
under the denomination of the Coleasébkc Collection ™. »
I have now the honor to express™to you the wish of the -
Court to have your Bust for the ptrpose of being placed in = -
the Company’s Library as an~appropriate accompaniment to-.
that Collection, P\ o
Should you be pleased fo'gratify the Court by meeting their . ;
wish on Lﬁc pfesent gecasion they will on being favored with

I have the honor to be
Sir,

(Sd) J. Daer

PR _ Seer'y.
E’A.&{’;[}nm House, C
'%1‘33}1 May 1819.

3~:Chanrrcy’s. marble bust of Colebrooke, made in 1829 at o
. a fee of 120 guineas, now stands in the Corridor leading -

to the Reading Room of the Library.® . L

. Jones, Wilkins, Leyden, Colebrooke—these were the .

days of giants of intellect, and the same zeal which ig- °
1 Miscellanies, vol. 58, p. 240, dated 24 April 1819.

-~ * 1bid,, p. 276.- 2% P o : 2

ve Catalogne of the Faintings, Statues, eic., __55"3

g0
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spired a Goethe to cover the whole ﬁeld of human

“knowledge, and to achieve fame in literature and sclence.

alike, fired mapy a lesser-known . contemporary. - -As -

“though it were not enough for one man ta rise to the

highest post to which a civilian might in those days

aspire in Indid—a seat on the Council of the Governor-. o

,Gcncral——and, in the little leisure lefr after the petform- 7 A

‘ance of official duties, to acquire a masterly knowledge of - 'j' \ 3

| Sanskrit language, literature and law, Colebrooke also, { %

~ took within his ambit the study of botany, zoologyy®

. entomology, meteorology, and mathemancs, and tg the

~ breadth. and depth of his various accom lishiaents
‘eloquent testimonty is borne by the very long bit hography

appended to the notice of his life in the Dibgonary of

- National Biography, vol. xi, p, 286. hiis brother’s.

. . inducement, he also became a keen ridépyand shot, and .

in his later .years attached more crgdit to his sporting

= accomphshmcnts——how typical of gt Englishman!— o
‘than to those contributions to sciénee. which had won for
him an international -reputatiqn,™ His closing days, how-, -

© eveér, were clouded by domesnc and financial troubles;

- the death of twe pronnsmg sons broke his health .and-

. spirit; cataract afflicy ed\him with total blindness;. and -
" on 10 March 18 7% the age of 72, this great scholar,”

 great gentleman intl great benefactor of the Library

- died, within a(year of the death ‘of his friend Wilkins

. The manuscnp‘ts which he presented to. the’ Company,

.“numbering.fhore than - 2,000 volumes, .cover ‘all.“the
branches.gT ‘Sanskrit hterature and- sclcm:e, formmg :

lxbrar ot unworthy of a prlncz: - :

' Many Sanskrit | manuscnpts were mcludcd in thc_-

" Gackwar. of Baroda’s gift,* as well"as'in the Taylor Be-
N qucstz Other 1mportant co[lecnons of Sansknt Wor.

" See above, p.igr, . ;

.. Received on 15 March. 1827 sed abovc p: 42 “In: thc Day Bogk:
thc collection is deseribed as consisting of *' 24 Bundies containiig 1‘:‘5

" Sanskrit and Mahratta’ MSS. bequcathcd to l:hls Insututmn by Lhc te
I Taylor M.D, of- Bombay w0 oL




include those of A. C. Burnell, acquired partly by gift
in 1870, and partly by purchase in 1882, and of ]. G,
Biihler, presented in 1888; the donation of Rajah’ Sir
Sourindro Mohun Tagore, received in 19o2;' and the
Aufrecht Collection, bought in 1904. _
Arthur Ceoke Burnell, eldest son of Arthur Burnell of - -
the Company’s marine service, and grand-nephew of,
Sir 'W. Coke, Chief Justice of Ceylon, went out to India%y
in 1860, at the age of 20. Gifted to a remarkable degtee
in the acquisition of languages, his taste for which was
stimulatcg by early contacts with George Barrew, he
rapidly assimilated a variety of oriental tanghes, but be-
came especially proficient in Sanskrit. Baring his eight
years’ residence in Southern India, he madé a very choice
and valusble collection of 350 Samskrit Vedic' manu-
scripts, published a hand-list of thiém at London in 186,
and the following year presentéd’them to this Library.
Of his gift Rost wrote, “Ms.’ Burnell’s collection of
Sanskrit MSS. is probablyvthe most important that has
reached England sincesthe days of Professor Wilson.
Besides consisting exelusively of picked MSS., the collec-
tion represents the{Sanskrit literature as curreat in the -
south of India, and this feature constitutes its special.
value. I knowsthat Mr. Burnell spent something like
£3:000 upomrthe acquisition. of these MSS.”? On his
returh to.India, Burnell served as judge successively at
Mangglore and Tanjore, and in 1880 the Madras govern- .
m%lf‘.publishcd his Classified Index to the Sanskrit MSS.
, @i\the Palace at Tanjore, Other very important con-
Stwributions to oriental scholarship stand to his credit,
(0 certain of which were published posthumously; for in -
) 1882 he died, at the early agé of 42, his naturally weak
constitution"having been broken by the exhausting
. climate of Madras. " Since 1870 he had collected a further
! Deseribed in T. Aufrecht's article, Safps&gr-ﬂandscﬁﬂ'ﬂén, in
Z.P.M.G., 1904, Bp. 525-538. . .
Letter of 4 July 1870, in Financial Papers, 1870.
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‘350 Sanskrit and Prakrit manuscl‘lpts, and these were
purchascd from his heirs.!

. Johann Georg Bithler was born in 1837, the son of a
Hanover pastor, and after studying Sanskrit at Paris,
London and Oxford, he went out to Bombay in 1863

- as Professor of Oriental Languages at the Elphinstone
- College, subsequently holding various high official posts

" in the educational service. He is reputed to have col-
lected over 5,000 Sanskrit manuscripts for the Indian ™
Government; he also made a substantial private collec-™
tion, which he disposed of to various public institudons -

~ in Europe.® To this Library he made a present 032
manuscripts when Professor of Indian Philology and
Archaology at the University of Vienrpa: i hjs letter

. to Rost, announcing his offer . to prescnﬁ he writes,
“Should the Collection not appear alagether worthless
to you, I would beg you to place before the R* Hon™ _
H.M. Secretary of State for India g1y humble wish ©0 . -
_present it to the India Office h’arary as a fI‘Ef: gift, on.
the following conditions: ¢

. (@) thar during my Ilfe-umt those MSS. of the Collcc~ :
t1or1, which I may reqire for the continuance of my
studics, may be lent (6 16, tne for such periods afid in such

, numbers as my. dehwenience. may réquire, against tht
usual receipts for books issued: -

(8)-that aftép, My death the Collection - may remain
- aceessible t{ T Sanskrit students and that its contents
may be Jeng"both to British subjects and Foreigners, re-
-qldmg\ ut of England, under the regulations in force.at”
the @hme.™  Rost welcomed the presentation -with-en-
tfkusm«:m, and the conditions imposed by the donor were

“\reddily complied with.~ Bithler’s life of great distinction: -
and usefulness was cut. short in 1898 when he was'--’-\
drowned in Lake Constance. R

L M:mxs‘e.f of the Council of Imfm vol, 50, p- 384

% For details, see Bithler’s own account in Z.D.M.G., 1888, pp. 530 6 -
“R.a L. 234;’1388



The Aufrecht Collection represents the painstaking
compilation, over a great number of years, of a very dis- -
uaguished scholar, F. W. Thomas writes of it, in his.
detailed hand-ist, “ The collection consists . . . partly
of Sanskrit MSS., in most cases copied by Professor |
Aulrecht himself from originals in Europe or Iadia, but
including a few copies made, or procured from India, by "\
friends . . . or otherwise obrained, and a few originalg", ¢
acquired by gift or purchase; partly of glossaries or weotd-"
indices; partly of prasika-indices. . . . In several cases .
we have the full apparatus of MS., glossary, and%rayika-
index to the same work., Many of the MSS. aré@equipped
with collations, and miscellaneous notes e appended -
to a large proportion of them. . . . '1{1; tnost striking
features of the collection are its mashytaken absohutcly
and its comprehensiveness in relatio@\to the main corpus
of the Vedic and the BrahmanicalvSanskrit literature.”
When Aufrecht parted with theSe manuscripts, at the
age of 84, “he felt like a_man who has lost wife and
children ” :® he died thgéeSyears later,

A very remarkable 2ad quite priceless collecdon of -
documents, the so-¢alled Stein Collection, is now pre--
served in part at.the'British Museum, and in part in the -
Library of the Tadia Office. ~The acquisition by Colonel ..

- Bower in- 1891, of the famous birch-bark medical manu-

script imy, 84nskrit from Kuchd, known as the Bower
Manusctipt, was the first indication of the existence, In
the sands of Eastern Turkestan, of literary treasure-trove.

' S@sequently other fragments came to light, and Dr. -
«Hoernle induced the Government of India to instruct its .
“agents to collect : 'a report of the collections thus formed,

and sent to Caleutta during the years 189547, was pub-
lished by Hoernle in the Journal of the Asiatic Society

" of Bengal (189, 1902), and he devoted the rest of his
life to the elucidation of Sanskrit documents from

Eastern Turkestan.. In 18g8, Sir Aurel Stein formulated
' J.R.AS.F108, p. 1o0ag, _ * Ibid., p. 1031.
- 94



~ a scheme for systematic exploration; and the outcome of

" this was his three expeditions of rgoo-1, 19068 and

* 1913-16, described in his three monumental publications,

o Anctent Khotan (1g07), Serindia (1021) and Innermost
- Asia (1928). ' '

Of the documents found in these three expeditions,

“. - this Library is the repository of (i) the Tibetan, on wood

. and paper, (ii) the Khotanese and Kuchean, on paper,

- (iii) four-fifths of the Sanskrit and allied decuments.* ¢

"+ Of the first (Tibetan) group, the documents on wood {

.+ were arranged and listed, largely by the devoted labou «
. ~2 of Mr. G. H. Baker, under the supervision of Professor’ -
-~ F. W. Thomas, in 56 “ box-volumes ”’; while 80.jhéund '
- volumes contain the paper documents. The second and

third groups are preserved unbound.

. Apart from the Tibetan documents d'sco\v}ércd in Sir

- Aurel Stein’s cxpeditions, the Libraryyb&esses a collec-
tion of Tibetan xylographs. This_includes one set of
the canon called . Bstan-hgyur (Tenjur) in a “hundred -

- volumes, presented by Hodgsomein 18335, as already: re-- .

lated,* and two sets of the other canon, the Bkahhgyur, . .

(Kanjur); of the latter, opg was included in Hodgson's

. donation,’ while the othér ‘was brought back by Colonel -
L A, Waddell, C.B.{'©LE,, from the Tibet Mission ©0 .~
* - Lhasa 1903-4. A Tibetan collection made by Sir Denison

. Ross-and acquiged® by the Library in rgoy comprises -'

manuscripts aswell as xylographs. . S
Besides doehinents on papes, palm-eaves, birch-bark,
skins, \\0(}’&, ivory and ‘the baser metals, the Library

- possesgEs.two historically interesting treaties inscribedion  .."

the,_ptetious metals—a roll -of ‘gold weighing about 34

- oarices inscribed in the -Malayalam language with an’

‘.agreement made in 1691 between the Zamorin of Calicut -

: ! The British Museum has (i) Ch_i'n.esc, ._Turki, Uigu.r and S_og&iap,
o (1) one-fifth of the Sanskrit, etc., documents, including all wotten m, 77
~the Kharosthi script. ’ o L A
© .2 See above, p. 78, -




and the Dutch East India Company; and a roll of silver
weighing about 16 ounces inscribed with a similar agree-
ment made in 1679. §
These are the most important, but by no means all, of
the collections of eastern and western manuscripts pre- -
served in the Library of the India Office. Even from so
brief and non-technical a description of their contents,,
an estimate can be formed of their range, their varie )
and their great value, There is, indeed, no limit td(the
many-sided complexity of the human mind : anghin this
Library abundant material exists to excite ,thjeﬁnferest

and exercise the ingenuity of scholars formany genera-
tions to come. N :



§6

TawNey retired in 1903, Meanwhile, in 1898 Dr. {now N\
. Emeritus-Professory F. W, Thomas, like Tawney a o >
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, had been ap< )
pointed Assistant Librarian, in succession to Mr, Edwatd)
J. Wade. After William Miller’s retirement in s18y2,
this office had been successively filled by MR C.
Childers (1873-76) and Mr. E. Waterfield~(3876-82).
Wade's work was mainly the cataloguing gk European
printed books, and the first supplement\of Volume I
of the Library’s Catalogue is the produtt(ef his industry.
- Dr. Thomas succeeded Profcssor"%awney, and the
- next Assistant Librarian was . Be (afterwards Sir)
“Thomas Arnold, the distinguished authority on Islam .
- and Muslim Art, Arnold, whe rémained only six years
in the Library, and whdse subsequent distinguished-
career, cut short by hissuntimely death in 1930, is an-
other story, was thegfirdt scholar specially appointed to
_ take charge of the(Atabic and Persian mapuscripts and
. books; It had. by now become quite impossible, by .
~ . -reason of the.préat and rapidly increasing complication ™
of oriental studies, for one man to be sufficiently in-
formed ifal the three classical languages and literatures -
. of India)as Wilkins had been, to administer the whole: -
resolirces of this great library with uniform efficiency: . .o -
_ andhthe new policy, which Arnold’s appointment initiated, = =
PoX Has now become permanent, securing that the succession . -
N\ of Sanskritist and Islamist remains unbroken. Subséquent
. augmentations to the staff include a technical adviser to -~
 take charge of the European books, ‘and an .criental”
clerk to supervise the dccessioning of books in modern
Indian languages; while a very recent addition is the' .
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Arabic and Persian ... ... ... 10,000
Sanskrit, I":\fi\dnd Prakrit ... ... 22,000
Tibetan %N ... . 100
Chinese,_ ... . 1,800
Zendand Pahlavi ... ... 200 - '
N . 34,100
. 2. Edfopean languages - ... . .. ... 60,000 - :
. 3\ vdern Indian languages .
Ny Assamese 200
SR\ Y Bengali s e el 24,000
" Brahwi ... .. o 0 3
Gujarati v G e eee 95500
Hindi = .0 ... . .. .. .. IG400
Kanarese P 4 112

welcome inclusion of a third orientalist whose scope is.

intended primarily to take in the Dravidian languages
of southern India. ' '

The preceding chapters have outlined in historical ~~

form the growth of this Library : it has been shewn how
it developed, from being the private repository represent-
ing certain of the material assets of a great Company,
into being the greatest specialist oriental library in the,

world. The following table of statistics, compiled from ™2

available records, illustrates how remarkable this gr,péut\h

has been. N
: Printed Vols. Manustfipts
1877 T 30,000 18300
1902 54,500 1,000
1035 e e 230,000 ,\\ 20,000

A recent count of the numberPgf printed books and

b 4

pamphlets, classified according\to”languages, has given -

'tl'gc ollowing approximate ;g%ulf:

1. Classical oriental languages:

' Report of the Library Committee. of 1877; Librarian's note On the

N

Present Condition of -the Library, Janmary 19023 Report of the Com- .
mitiee of Investigation, 1935-36; India Office List, 1936. .

a8



Malayalam e el e e 1,350
Maithili ... ... .. . 29
Marathi ... ... .. .. .. 9200 .
Nepalese T v,
Oriya ... v 3,050
Panmjabi ... ... .. . .. 405
Pashte ... ... 0 L L 315

Saptali- ... ... L. L 125 © o
Savara ... ... .. .. 12 TN
Sindhi . . 300 N
Tamil ... L a a. I5,250 0 LGS0
Telogu ... ... .. ool gE500 QNS o
Urdn ... we 16,000 2"
Miscellapeous ... ... .. ... e T -
: < 123649 -
4. Burmese ... .. L. L. ANV 2713
: 5. Tibeto-Burman etc. dialects ... Ayt 860
"~ 6. Other oriental languages ,\x.}.\ T 1538
.Total.',_:,,‘t-.’ 3 L 222,870.' .-

. To these resources in mafiwscript and printed book -
must be added an extensiye collection of photographs:”.
. These fall into two main groups, the first consisting of .~~~
- photographs of objeats\of archzological interest, supplied-.~ - -~
by the Departmentof the Archzological Survey of India,’ " -
- - and rcprcsentin.gg generous selection-of all the phato- " 7 -
“.“graphs takepsby order of that Department, while the: = -
- second grogp'¥s an accumulation, extremely miscellaneous. -
‘i charatter, mainly. derived from  private benefaction, -
,and drclhding a large number of photographic relics of
- the{Indian Mutiny. - Both groups of 'pﬁotographs,’an_d-
edpecially the former, “are -of -the greatest interestand -’
~ gality, and are in constant reguisition. - i° o

</ - It remains to be told, what use has been made of this |
" ‘great Library,  We have scen.that from its origin, the =
~ principle of free access for responsible.and accredited ©
~ members ‘of the general public has been faithfully fol- -




lowed; we have seen the rules for the use of the Library -
which were first compiled in 1817. In 1861 William
Miller, in the course of a petition’—on that occasion un-
successful—to be allowed the designation of Assistant
Librarian, wrote, “ After 23 years’ experience as the
working librarian, I feel the necessity for respectfully
bringing under your consideration the importance of .
fized laws to govern the future circulation of the Library,,
that should be imperative on all short of Departmengal.)y
Secretarics, unless on their responsibility.”  He tlieh
made various suggestions for remedying existing.abuses; -
but whether these recommendations were acied tipon
it is not now possible to trace. When the Muséum was -
dispersed in 1874, the apartment allotted\tanthe Muscum
and Library was reconstructed, and the present Reading
Room was laid out : the practice of admitting the public
daily, which had obtained when\the Museum was still
in being, -was continued, but adtission was restricted to
ticket-holders.? R\ .
The carliest printed setvof Rules for the use of the
Library is apparently that issued in 1887.° These rules
have been subsequenty modified from time to time, with
a view to renderipg the contents of the Library at once
more open to the' public, and more secure for future
generations «of Wsers. A copy of the rules as at present
in force 'is,fotwarded to every applicant for a ticket of
. admissign?entitling him to use the Reading Room, and
to hortew books.* ' -
\ﬁﬁjﬁsﬁcs of the number of readers using the Library,
e numbers of manuscripts and books lent, and the

Ageneral business transacted, are only available from the

year 1917, in which year the Annual Repors of the

! Financial Papers, 1861, No. 484. :
% Sce The Times, Jannary 14, 1872, 'The number of visitors to the
Museum during 1873 totziled 43,4761 see “The Times, 7 Janvary ibyq. .
L, TIE,. - )
©. " R. & L. y5/1887, approved Council 25 January 1887
- 1 L. 247/38, approved Council 14 June 1938, -



Library was first issued.! Over 5o comparativcly short a
" period, the growth in the Library’s activides is quite re-
markable, as the following table shews.

1916-17. 1920-21. 1928-29. 1936-37.

Readers e e 1,85T 0 3001 44956 3,436 ~
Bocks lent ... ... 2098 1,888 2445 4007 .
Letters despatched ... 1,679 1847 1812 3,445
Parcels desparched ... 487 553 466 s
MSS & Xylographs - N
lent ... ... .. —* 67 86 N\By

* No ﬁgures available, ..“x’\{'j
Rost in 1877 wrote, in the mepporandpm which has
N -

- already been mentioned,® \ s

- I am happy to be able to state that\the liberality with which
the treasures of our manuscriptcollections have been, and
continue to be, made accessible’ to oriental scholars of all -
countries, has in no singlé thstance been abused.  On the
contrary, there has, in mdst cases, been a fair return for itin .
the shape of _valualgt;: ‘publicatons on_the literature and
archzology of Indiafthany of which would not have seen the

- light but for thé\:}i derived from our manuscripts,.

Remarkable aribute to this liberal policy of loans is paid .
by the Kén(‘)wned Persian scholar, the late E. G. Browne, .~
who~yirites in the preface to the Catalogue of Two
C.s\\Z\leczfom of Persian ¢o* Arabic Manuscripts preserved

. | ,z{z the fﬂdfa Oﬁfcg Lfbrary (London-, 1902):3 -

»\.J ! The Report of the Library Commitiee of 1Byy had suggested such .- -
;) an Annuaj Report, but no action was then raken.  The Report was dI_Sj__. S
continted on grounds of economy during r930-35, T

- Report of the Library Committee, p. 10, . -~ - - . ¢ K
% Pp. vvi. Particularly unfortunate is the absolute restriction imposed -
by the rules’ governing the management-of the British Museumy o -7
. wirtue of which no manuseripf may be lent cven to anather, publie - -~
stimtion, B LAy Be R R AR
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- In undertaking to complete his (E. D. Ross's) work, T was
actuated by two strong motives, friendship for one of the
most gifted and amiable of my fellow-workers, and gratitude
to the most liberal and enlightened of English Libraries. - In
nearly all civilised countries except England, manuscripts are
freely lent (subject to reasomable precantions) by public
Libraries to native and foreign scholars, whereby research is «
not merely aided but rendered possible, The general prac., °
tice of English Libraries in refusing to lend their manuscripts.y
net onlg impedes study and fetters innumerable useful efiter-
Friscs, ut would, but for the generosity and liberality of a
ew, at the head of which stands the India Officg’Library,
inevitably result in the complete exclusion of British Oriental-
ists from the privileges shared by their Continéntal colleagues.
For this reason no Orientalist who has any adequate con-
ception of his obligations and responsibilities would hesitate
for 2 moment in rendering any servicd Within his power to
an institution to which he is so deeplylindebred.

As to the general resourcesypprinted books and manu-
scripts alike, of the Librarglas a whole, it is hardly too
much to say, that noserious documented work has
appeared during the, past century, dealing with any -
aspect of the history, peoples, cultures, religions, and .
modern intellectmadand political life of India, which has
not laid this “eollection nnder contribution. Several
well-known (nevelists and playwrights, moreover, have
found psefil material for their productions in the
resourges~of the Library. Less spectacular, but no less
vaﬁdble, has been its official utility, as a source of refer-
cnee for the various departments of the Secretary of State

ot India and Burma, and for other government offices.
(*y Very. many manuscripts in the collection have been
3 utilized by scholars of all nations in their work of pre-
paring critical editions.of oriental texts; the European.
“manuscripts have been no less successfully exploited in:
-the fields of travel and all the branches of modern Indian
history. In this connection it is.necessary to refer to the
- invaluable assistance afforded by the collections of public
- . e 102 .



. records which are preserved in the Records Department -
“of the India Office, and which the Superintendent of
that department renders available, subject to certain safe- .
guards, to students in the Reading Room of the Library. -
" To this Reading Room resort scholars and students of -
all countries. There can hardly be a single savant living
today, learned in one or other branch of oriental culture,
who has not at some time sat in this room on the third .
floor of the India Office, using this collection which{* )]
public policy and private munificence have jointly oo
tributed to create. There can bardly be any lndidn -
student, repairing to Europe for the purpose of éomipler- .
- ing his studies, -who has not shared in thesg~privileges, -
which are Ireely accorded to all who may)éare to profic’ - -
by them. Tt has always been the avowed policy of the =
Librarian and his staff, to make studénits of all narion-- .~ .~
alities feel at home in this Libraxys and the touch of © =
intimacy, the persanal note has, b believed, been fele
and appreciated by very many«<iho have worked there. - .
At the time when these.pages are being writtén, .2 - -
~ schemc is in progress for‘fézataloguing the whole of the .
- collection of Europeagrhooks. The bulk of this collec- . .
tion was cataloguedgnany years ago, before librarianship = .- 7
had become thechighly specialized science which. it:pow .-
is: modern regnitements made it imperative once more -
to examine #hese books, and to classify them in great . -
detail accordinig to subject-matter. Itis hoped that within - - "
© seven y€ars, a-new complete catalogue of this side of the ©
Librx'r?f‘wiﬂ have been published: there will - then be . .
avdilable to the general public a bibliography -of Inlia - -
- uhore detailed and more complete than anything which - -

~Ubas hithérto been attempted. .+ 7 L. T D
Plans for cataloguing the. still -uncatalogued -mapu-- = .-
scripts and oriental books are also in active progress;and.. .
it is probable that the coming: decade will complete an- " =
" output of -wark as remarkable and as creditable as that .
“achieved during. any petiod. of the. Library’s “history. =

: S LLTOR e e




When the cost of compiling catalogues is considered, in
terms of labour and money, it must always be remem-
bered that a catalogue is a key to a treasury, without
which access can never be won to the treasurcs it con-
tains; and the efficiency and conscientousness with
which a library is administered may best be judged by
the catalogues which it has published. Judged by this
criterion, it may be conceded that the Library of thel)y
India Office is a public trust which has never wanfed
for faithful trustees. A\
When the Court of Directors of the East IndiasCormn-
pany, one hundred and forty years ago, frst ¥esolved to
create a Repository for Oriental Writings, ie_\}olutiona?'
movement was sweeping through - the\Western world,
brushing away the privileges and pr. thcptjons of cen- -
turies. The orientalist movement)\§vhich had its origins
in that troubled time, aimed and still aims at bridging
the differences of language and’ culture which sunder
East and West, ‘'The intervening years have brought in
their train other problem§, which a century ago could
never have been ‘dreamed of; and not the least of those
problems is the altost fantastc rapidity with which
means of intercofhimunication have been increased and
accelerated. All\the nations of the world are now near .
neighbours ;. \Dut good neighbourliness depends wpon ..
mutual yndetstanding and respect. The orientalist seeks,
‘honestlpand sincerely, to interpret the eastern mind and
~ spiti€™w0" the West: can it be denied that, in his own
métst way, he is making an important contribution to
- 4he peace of the world? To the studies of the orientalist
() —and every person genuinely interested in eastern affairs
) is a true orwentalist—this great library, the repository
© of edstern treasures situated in the capital of the West, .
freely offers all its rich resources, Upon this will to
service, the title of its being rests secure.
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APPENIIX

THE following catalogues have been compiled, and others

are in course of preparation : o, &N
) - . n
- 1. OriENTAL MaNUSCRIPTS aND XYLOGRAPHS. -2\
. ' e\
(a) In Prine. - .\

. Sanskrit—Vol. I. J. Eggeling. London 1888-1g04.

Vol. II. A, B. Keith and F. W, Thomas, Ox&n‘d 1934.-

Royal Scciety Collection. - C. H. Tawney and F
Thomas. London, 1g03.

Aufrecht Collectiop (MSS., Indices, Rtatlka—hsts, &c. )
"F. W. Thomas, - J.R.A.S., London& 1908, pp. 1020-63.

Arabic—Vol. 1. O. Loth. London 1877
‘Vol. II. Pt. 1 {Quranic therature) C. A Storcy -
Londen, 1g30. Pt 2 (Suﬁsm and Ethics). -A.- §.
Arberry London, 1036.5; Pr. 3 (Figh). R. chy Lon—__
don, 1937. (Other patts in progress) ' o

, Peisian—~Vol. I. H, Ethé, Oxford, 1903

Vol. 1. . Eihécnd E. Edwards. Oxford, 1936 R
Vol. 1L Q Stcnrey, R, Levy and A L Arbcrry (In o
progress.), ' S

Arabic & Pergign. ——Roy:al Society Collcct:on ‘E. D Ross and_

E. G. B*rbwne L.ondon, 1902,

Bcngah &\lhsamese —J. F. Blumbardt. Oxford ):924 )

Chi;ﬁc‘-—ch J. Summers. London, 1872.
ripitaka). S. Beal. London, 1876 -
N » - Bunyiu Nanjic. Oxford, 1883
J—Imdustam —J. F. Blumhardt. Oxford, 1926. . S
Marathi—]J, F. Blumhardt and S. G. Kanhere (m the pICSS) o
Javanese.-S. Keyser (Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en Vol-~ =
- kenkunde van Nferlaﬂd:ck Iﬂdﬂ‘l‘, _The Haguﬂ, 1354, L
Pe. 11, pp. 339-42)- - SRR S
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N, -

Malay.—H. van der Tuuk (Tijdschr. voor Nederlandsch
Indié, 1849 (1), pp- 385-400).
Oriya—~J. F. Blumhardt. Oxford, 1924.
Pali—H. Oldenburg (Journal of the Pali Text Society, Lon-
don, 1882, pp. 59-128). _'
(Mandalay). = V.  Fausbdll (Journal of the Pali Text O
Society, London, 1897, pp. 1-52). \
Zend and Pahlavi—M. N. Dhalla (J.R.4.5., London, 1912,
pp- 387 -98). O

(b} In Manuscript. K2,
w7
Echiopic & Syriac.—W. Wright. N
Chinese.—S. Beal.
(Royal Society Collection). H. A GlIes

Burmese.—E. Chevillion,
(Mandalay) Taw Sein Ko (Notes)
Siamese.—H. Alabaster. }.’j~

Batta.—H. van der Tuuk®Y
Tibetan—L. de Ia Yaﬂéé’qussin,

'é.\EUROPEAN MANUSCRIPTS..

Vol I, The\Mackcnzm Collections. Pt. 1: The 1822 Col-
lectiomand the Private Collection. - C. O. Blagden. Lon-
don,} 1916. Pt. 2: The General Collection. J. Char-
p:ntlcr and E. H. Johnston (in the press).

\QI Pr. 1: The Orme Collection. S. C. Hill, London,

1916 -Pt. 2: Minor Collections and Miscellanecus MSS. . .-

‘Section i (Nos. 1-538). -G. R. Kaye. London, 1936.
Scctton ii (Nos. 539—842) E H. Iohnston (in the prcss)

3 PRINTED Boogrs anp LITHOGRAPHS

e EI Co's. lerary Catalogue, London, 1843. Supplemcnt,

-London, 1851. (Superseded.) -

_ ._'.Vo._l ‘T and Index. London, 1888.

“en



" Vol I (Supplement 1). London, 18¢5."

o Vol I (Supplement 2). . London, 1909,

Vol. I (Accessions): 1, 19i1; 2, 1911; 3, Ip12; 4, 19125 5, - -
10135 6, 1913; ¥, 1918; 8, 19I0; O, 1920} 10, 1921; IL, .. N
1923; 12, 1024; 13, 1g26; 14, 19285 15, 10313 10, 1934; 17, -
1936 19 1936. (Further accessions on f:'lrds) . "~
" Vel II. Pt. 1: Sanskrit Books, R. Rost. London, 1897 \
Revised edition to 1932. Pran Nath and]’ B. Chaudhun_
(In the press.)
Vol. II. Pt 2: Hindustani Books I. F. Blumhardt Lon—'_ .
: don, 1g00.
© Vol II. Pe. 3: Hindi, Pan}zﬂ:u, Pushtu and Smélu» Bnoks o
: ]. F. Blumhardt. Iondon, 1902. :
Vol I Pt 4: Bengali, Oriya and ASSﬁmQB Books ] F S
Blumhardt London, 1905. Supplerient, rgot-zo, Ben- -
gali Books. J. F. Blumhardt. Londen, 1923..
Vol. I, Pt 5: Marathi and Gu]emn Books ] F Blum—'-_3_"'-'
harde. London, 1907. - N
Vol, II. Pt. 6: Persian Book‘& AT Arberry London, s
1937- . "N '
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Aufrecht, T., 9z, 94

Aufrecht Collection, o4

Babylonian Stone, 31

Baker, G. H., 64, 95
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Baring, Sir Francis, 29
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Bijapur Collection, §3 ™y
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Copyright Act, &7
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